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T Deſign in the following Pages, ir 
| neither to ve or affront any Man, 
much leſs any Society of Men in the 
World; but only to give the Inhabitants of 
theſe Kingdoms to underſtand what Treat- 
ment they are to expect, ſhould Popery be a= 
gain eſtabliſhed in this Land: Which, that 
it may never happen, ought to be the repeat. 
ed Wiſhes of every good Proteſtant, and true 
Chriſtian ; and which to prevent, ſhould be 
the conſtant Care and united Endeavours of 
every Free-born ENGLISHMAN. 1 
The Doctrine ] have advanced in this Dif 1 
courſe, will, I am ſenſible, be unpleaſing to one 
ſort of Men, whe- are ſo far given .##. 4 
Spirit of Deluſion, as that they would be 
content, and even well ſatisfied, to part with 
their moſt glorious Priviledges; and be in- 
flaved with ſuch an intolerable Toke, as a 
Popiſh Government is, only to gratify ſome 
private Views of their own. But to ſuch 
unreaſonable Perſons no greater Puniſhment 
could be wiſhed-(was it conſiſtent with our 
Rights and Liberties,) than that they might 
evtain their Heart's Deſire, For wwe ſhould 


ſoon | 


To the READER. 


ſoon ſee that they would be the firſt to com- 
plain, and to cry out upon the Oppreſſions 
they ſbould ſuffer, as in a late Reign they 
were known to do. 

Notwithſtanding therefore all their Cla- 
mours, if this Diſcourſe can contribute to e- 
ſtabliſh and keep Men ſtedfaſt in the Profeſſi- 
on of our moſt excellent Religion; or, any o- 
ther way, promote the Glory of God, and the 
Good of Mankind, I have my Aim. 

The Reader is not here to expect a 8 
and circumſtantial Account of all the Bar- 
. barities and Oppreſſions of the Church of 
Rome. For my Deſign was not to give a Hi- 
Forical Narration of them; but only to pro- 
cd4uce ſuch undeniable Inſtances of the Cruel. 
ties and Perſecutions of that Church, as a- 
= hundantly ſhew, how far ſhe hath departed 
from the meek and charitable Temper of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and from the Precepts 
and Maxims of the Goſpel. Whoever would 

fee a large 7 "94 ny Account of their 
Cruelties and Exattions, is deſired to conſult 
our Hiſtories of England, eſpecially Matthew 
Paris, Foxes Book of Martyrs, Thuanus, 
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PERSECUTIONS 


Ot IT Hk 


Romiſh CHURCH 


DISPLAY'D, (e. 


Mo N the ſeveral Excellen- 

cies which render the Chriſti- 
an Religion truly preferable to 
all other Inſtitutions, and 
ſerve to recommend it to the 
Bellef and Approbation of 
| J Mankind, one of the greateſt 
is, that it injoyhs above all things Mcekneis 


and Charity, and chiefly tends to promote 
B 


"Peace 
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Peace on Earth, and Good Will among Men. 
This was the main Deſign of our Saviour's 
Dottrine, and this is accordingly what that di- 
vine Teacher conſtantly inculcated upon his 
Followers, and made part of the ſundry In- 
ſtructions he gave them. Goodneſs, Charity, 
and Love both to the Souls and Bodies of Men, 
breathe, and are plainly diſcoverable in his 
Diſcourſes related in the Goſpel, no leſs than 
they were in his Doings towards the Children 
of Men, during the whole time of his Mini- 
ſtry. To ule the Plalmiſt's Expreſſion, (a) 
Mercy and Truth meet in them, Righteouſneſs 
and Prace kifs each other. The End and De- 
ſign of them, is to diſcountenance Revenge 
and Cruelty, Violence, Oppreſſion and Wrong; 
to inſpire us with Kindneſs, with mutual Ten- 
derneſs and Affection; to induce us to love 
and be in Charity with our Brethren, with all 
Men, and cycn with thoſe that have injured 


us. 


As one of the moſt comprehenſive parts of 
Religion conſiſts in the diſcharge of thoſe Du- 
tics which we arc bound to perform towards 
our Fellow- Creatures; Chriſt hath taken a 
particular care to train us up to ſuch a Tem- 
per of Mind, as may beſt qualify and naturally 
diſpoſe us to oblcrve and do them; and that 
is by earneſtly recommending unto us an uni- 


ver{al Love and Benevolence to all Mankind. 
> This 


{ (+) Palm Ixxxv. 10, 
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This he expreſſly requires of us, This he ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſts upon, and (what is raore) 7/19 
he abſolutely hath appointed as the Character, 
the Badge, and particular Mark whereby he 
would have his Diſciples diſtinguiſh them- 
felyes from the Profeſſors of any other Inſti- 
tution whatſoever. A new Commandment, 
ſaith he to his Diſciples, and in them to all 
Mankind, 2 new Commandment I give unto 
you, that you love one another, as 1 have lo- 
ved you. By this ſhall all Men know that 
ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one 
to another (b). 


My Buſineſs in this Diſcourſe ſhall be 


I. To prove from the Doctrine and Ex- 
ample of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, That the 
true Character and diſtinguiſhing Mark of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is a Spirit of Meekneſs, 
Charity and Love. 


IIaly. To ſhew how far the Church of Rome 
hath departed from this truly charitable and 
Chriſtian Spirit, and conſequently how little 
Pretenſion it can have to ſtyle it (elf, the only 
true Catholick and Apoſtolick Church. 


Laſtly, 1 ſhall conclude with ſome practi- 
cal Inference, | 


B 2 EM 


(5) Feln xiii. 347 35. 
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I. It may then, in the fir? place, be ob- 
ſerved, That the Goſpet it ſelf is founded up- 
on Love and Charity, For theſe hath God 
fully diſplayed towards the Children of Men, 
in ſending his only Son to redeem them from 
the Slavery of Sin and Corruption, to preach 
unto them the Goſpel of Peace, and to enti- 
tle them, upon their ſincere Obedience, to 
an infinite degree of Bliſs and Glory. 


Nothing but an extreme Tenderneſs and 
Affection for his Creatures, could induce the 
Almighty Lord and Governour of the World, 
to ſend down his beloved Son to ſuffer for 
the Sins of Men, and by his Death to atone 
ſor their Iniquities; cſpecially while they were 
in actual Rebellion againſt him; when by 
their Sins and Diſobedience they had declared 
themſelves his Enemies; and therefore were 
juſtly become the Objects of his Diſpleaſure. 
So that here we have a noble Pattern of Cha- 
rity and Beneficence ſet before us; ſuch as 
pught to command not only our unfeigned 
Thanks and Praiſe, but alſo our Imitation. 
The leaſt we can do in return for ſuch unpa- 
rallel'd Favours, is from thence to learn 70 
love one another, ſince God hath been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed ſo amply to manifeſt his Good- 
neſs and Love towards us. (c) 


But 


() 1 John ir. 11 
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But this is not all: We are bound by ſtill 
ſtronger Ties and Obligations, to entertain a 
Spirit of Meekneſs and Benevolence towards 
one another. For our bleſſed Redeemer hath 
given the ſtricteſt Injunctions in order to en- 
gage us to this great Duty, and to ſrame our 
Minds to this happy Diſpoſition. This ex- 
preſs Commandment have we from him, that 
he who loveth God, love his Brother alſo (d). 
Theſe two Commandments [of loving God 
and our Neighbour] He lays fo great a ſtreſs 
upon, as to make them the Subſtance and 
Abridgment of our Duty towards our Crea- 
tor and our Fellow-Creatures : And theſe he 
hath ſo cloſely connected, that the trueſt and 
beſt way of expreſſing our Love towards God, 
is by loying our Brethren as our ſelves. (e) 
This is my " Commandment, ſaith that bleſſed 
Author and Founder of our Faith to his Dit- 
ciples, even Theſe things I command you, that 
you love one another, as I have loved you (F )- 
So earneſt is he in this Particular, that this is 
the Doctrine he inculcates in moſt of his Dil- 
courſes contained in the Goſpel; and to re- 
commend this to his Hearcrs was the End of 
the greateſt Number of his Parables. 


And this Love and Good-nature he orders 
us to expreſs, not only towards thoſe that love 
| us, 


oh e) Ma _ 
(4) 1 ] 745 i — Xi. 37 40. 
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us, towards our Friends and Benefactors; but 
even towards ſuch as reward us evil for good, 
and hatred for our love. Ie have heard, ſaith 
he, that it hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour, and hate thine Enemy : But I 
ſay unto you, Love your Enemies, — do good 
ro them that hate you, and pray for them 
which deſpitefully uſe and perſecute you : 
For by this ſhall you approve your ſelves the 


Children of your heavenly Either, who u 


keth his Sun to riſe on the evil and on the 
good, and ſendeth Rain alike both on the juſt 
and on the unjuſt (g). Such is the D O C- 
TRINE of Chriſt, and ſuch are the Pre- 
cepts He hath delivered concerning this parti- 


cular Duty. 


The firſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, the 
Diſciples and Apoſtles of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
following the Example of their gaod and 


charitable Maſter, made it their Buſineſs con- 
ſtantly to inculcate the ſame Doctrine in 


their Writings and Diſcourſes. St. Paul in 
particular beſtows the higheſt Commendati- 
ons upon this Virtue that Tongue can utter. 


He not only prefers it to Faith and Hope, 


but cven to the moſt excellent Gifts, and the 
nobleſt Attainments and Knowledge. Though, 
faith he, I could ſpeak with the Tongues of 


Men and of Angels, though I had the 


Gift of Prophecy, and underſtood all Myſte- 


ries, 


(2) Matt. v. 43—45. 
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ries, and all Knowledge ; and rg J had 
all Faith, ſo that I could remove Mountains; 
yet, if with all theſe, I have not Charity, | 
am not only no true Chriſtian, but I am no- 
thing. ) He that loveth another, ſaith he 
in another place, hath fulfilled the Law. And 
indeed, as he there obſerves, his, Thon ſhalt 
not commit Adultery, Thou ſhalt not kill, &c. 
and if there be any other Commanament, it 
is briefly comprehended in this ſaying, Thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf (1). 


How cogent and earneſt are the Exhortati- 
ons of the ſame divine Apoſtle to the Perfor- 
mance of this Duty in the ſeveral Branches 
of it! Thus we find him addreſſing himſelf to 
the Philippians, (k) If there be any Conſo- 
lation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 
if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bow- 
els and Mercies; be ye like-minded, havin 
the ſame Love, being of one Accord, and of 
one Mind. I beſeech you, Brethren, ſaith he 
to the Corinthians, () by the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the 
ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together im the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 
Judgment. | 


With 
0% 1 Corinth. xiii. 1, 2. 13. () Rom. xiii. 8, 9. 
See alſo Galat. v. 14. (1) Philip. ii. 1, 2. (1) 1 Co- 


Linth, i. 10, 


3 
7 
= . 
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With what Earneſtneſs doth he conjure 
and entreat the Followers of Chriſt to be 
kindly 1 one to another, with bro- 
therly love; (m) to follow after the things 


that male for Peace; (n) and above all to 


be indued with Charity, which is the Bond 

of Perfection. (o) To put on Bowels of 

Mercy and Kindneſs, Meekneſs and Long- 

ſuffering ; forbearing and forgiving one ano- 

ther, if any Man have a Quarrel againſt a- 

gainſ any, even as God, for Chriſt's ſake 
ath forgiven us (p). 


One of the chief Ends of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in ſhort, is by our bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles declared to be Charity out 
of a pure Heart, and a good Conſcience, and 
Love unfcigned ; (q) And the Fruits and Ef- 
Fes of it upon our Minds ought, according 
to them, to be no other than Love, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Meckneſs and mutual For- 
bearance (7). 


This Doctrine did Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
make it their Buſineſs to recommend to all 
Men, and to teach, not only by their fre— 
quent Precępts and Inſtructions, but alſo by 

their 


(m) Rom. xii. 10. n) Rom. xiv. 19. (o) Coloſſ. 
iii. 14. (p) Ibid, ver. 12, 13. and Epheſ. iv. 32. (9) 
1 Tim. i. 5. Matt. vii, 12. „Xii. 40. Luke x. 28. ix. F1=59. 
John xiii. xv. G. (7) Matt. v. 5, 9, Ge. Rom, xiv. 


17. Gal. v. 22, 23. & alibi, 


A M P L E. l 


n 4 R 1 
. * 1 * ' % : 


The whole Courſe of our Saviour's Life, 
from the Time he entered on his publick 


Miniſtry, was indeed but one continued At * þ - 
of Goodneſs and Munificence towards all 
Men. He went about doing good, (s) re- 


lieving the Infirmities of Men, cuging their 


Diſcaſcs, or forgiving their Sins. This was, 


his conſtant Employment; theſe were the 
Works which the Father had appointed him 
to do; and accordingly in theſe did he make 
his whole Happineſs and Delight to conſiſt. 


We cannot reflect without the utmoſt Ad- 
miration and Gratitude on the exceeding Ten- 
derneſs and Affection, which that great Lo- 
ver of Souls was pleaſed continually to ex- 
preſs for the Spiritual as well as the Tempo- 
ral Good and Advantage of his Hearers, and 
of all Mankind in general. 


He applied himſelf to diſpell that Cloud of 
Ignorance and Superſtition, which had over- 


ipread the beſt part of the World, and to in- 


ſtill into the Minds of Men right Apprehen- 
lions of the Almighty Maker and Preſerver 


of all things; to baniſh all falſe, all mean 


and unworthy Conceptions of the Deity, 


Acts x. 38, | 
C and 


of the Romiſh Church diſplay'd. 9 ; 


their own moſt holy and beneficent EX 


1 
4. 


* 
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and to give true Notions of the Duty and 
Service that ought to be aſcribed to him, He 
taught Mankind in ſhort how they may ren— 
det themſelves the Objcas of God's Favours 
at preſent, and of his Rewards hercafter; 
namely, by denying all ungodlineſs and world- 
ly Luſts, and living ſoberly, righteouſly and 
godlily in this preſent World (t). In this 
manner did Chriſt diſplay his Charity and 
Goodacis towards the Souls of Men, in in- 
ſtructing the ignorant, in reclaiming the wick- 
cd, and in Icading all into the ways of Peace, 
Happine's and Glory. 


And no lets induſtrious was he in promo— 
ting the Tempora! Good of all Men. He 
went about all the Cities and Villages of the 
Icws, healing every Sickneſs, and every Dif- 
eaſe among the People (u). His Miracles 
were contriv'd as much for the preſent Good 
and Penetit, as the Conviction of thoſe that 
were the Witneſits of them: The Lame, the 
Blind, and the Unfortunate were the happy 
Objects on whom the miraculous Works, 
which he perform'd, were wrought. And 
none of them were delign'd to hurt or de- 
ſtroy, to injure or oppreſs any one. Accord- 
ingly, never was any Perſon known to rc- 
ceive Damage or Injury by them; except in 
tic caſe of the Deſtruction of the Swine of 
the Cergeſenes; (w) which yet our kind and 

merciful 

(t, Titus ii. 12. - (a) Matt. ix. 35. (w) Matt. viii. 32» 


N 
| 
| 
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merciful Saviour cannot be ſuppos'd to have 
permitted without very wile and good Rea- 
lons. 


With what unwearicd Diligence did he 
travel from one place to another, diffuſing c- 
very where the Influences of his Charity and 
unlimited Goodneſs ? And to what a degree 
of gencrous and diſintereſted Zeal did he car- 
ry theſe amiable Virtues? Neither the Obſti- 
nacy and Perverſeneſs of thoſe he went a- 
bout to reform and inſtruct, nor the ill- 
treatment he met with from the ungrateful 
Fews, could diſcourage him from his bleſſed 


Employment of doing good. He never ex- 


preſſed the leaſt Diſpoſition to Revenge and 
Cruclty againſt thole that oppoſed and {light- 
ed his Doctrine, but endeavoured in the Spi- 
rit of Meekneſs to convince them of their 
Unrcaſonableneſs, and make them ſenſible of 
their Errors. And this ought ſeriouſly to be 
conſidered by ſeveral that call themſelves by 
his Name ; cſpecially by the Church of Rome, 
which ſhews all the Signs of Rage and Im- 
patience, when {he happens to meet with the 
leaſt Contradiction: which doth not, like true 
Charity, bear long, (x) if all her Notions are 
not immediately received and complied with, 
if all her Tenets are not embraced with a 
blind Obedience and an implicit Faith; but 


(x) 1 Corinth, xiii. 4. | 
C 2 | uſcs 


"+ - — * 
— — 


— 
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uſes all the Arts which Malice or Cruelty can 
invent, to force them upon the belicf of Man- 


kind. | 


Our bleſſed Redcemer's exemplary Meck- 
nels and Patience under all the Affronts and 
Indignitics he generally underwent, was ſuch 
as deſerves in particular our moſt ſerious At- 
tention. Though he was often oppreſſed and 
afflicted, reviled and injured, yet he did not 
open his Mouth, or break out into reproach- 


ful Calumnics and Invectives againſt his ma- 


licious Perſecutors; but attempted, on the 
contrary, to win them over by Gentleneſs 
and Mercy to the acknowledgment of his 
Goſpel. And even when he was hanging on 
the Croſs, and labouring under the heavieſt 
Sufferings and moſt bitter Agonics, yet ſuch 
was his unlimited Goodneſs and Charity, that 
he did then intercede for the worſt of his 
Enemies, for his very Murderers ; Father, 
laid he, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do (). Thus did Chriſt ſuffer for us, 
leaving us an Example, that we ſhould fol- 
low his Steps: Who when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he 
threatned not; but committed himſelf to him 
that juageth righteouſly (>). 


And in conformity to the Example of 
their aivine Maſter, the firſt Profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian 


{7) Luke xxüi. 34. (z) 1 Pet. ii. 24. 23. 
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Chriſtian Name lived in fo ſtrict a Friendſhip 
and Union together, that they had but one 
Heart, and one Soul (a). See how theſe 
Chriſtians love one another, was a common 
Saying among the Heathens, who could not 
forbear to admire and commend this excel- 
lent Diſpoſition, though exerciſed among 
their Inferiours and Enemies. 


If we take a Survey of the Conduct and 
Behaviour of the primitive Chriſtians, accord- 
ing to the account we have of them in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, it will be found that Pa- 
tienee and Long- ſuffering, Meekneſs and Cha- 
rity ran through the whole Courſe of their 
Actions. Their only Aim was to approve 
themſelves the true Diſciples of the bleſſed 
Feſus, by prattiſing thoſe excellent Virtues, 
of which he had ſet them ſuch a bright and 


glorious Example. And therefore they appli- 


ed themſelves, in imitation of him, to do 
good; to cure the Diſeaſes and relieve the 
Infirmitics of Men; and, above all, to re— 
move the pernicious and unreaſonable Preju- 
dices they laboured under. And though for - 
all theſe good Works they reccived nothing 
in return but evil, nothing but Perſecutions 
and Aflictions, Stripes and Impriſonments, 
(5) yet how meck and patient was their 
whole Behaviour under all thefe Oppreſſions? 


Being 


2 (a) Acts iv. 32. (6) 2 Corinth. vi. 5, & xii. 10. 2 Tim. 
ili. 11. 
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Being reviled, ſays the great St Paul, (c) wwe 
bleſs, being perſecuted, we ſuffer it. 


Thus have the Apoſtles and primitive Chri- 
ſtians left all Men a compleat Example of 
the moſt univerſal Meekneſs, Benevolence, 
and Charity: And theſe noble Virtucs it be- 
hoves all the Followers of Chriſt conſtantly 
to excerciſe themſelves in; for hereby we ſhall 
not only render our ſelves extremely uſeful 
and beneficial to one another, but alſo moſt 
acceptable to God. Theſe, in ſhort, are the 
beſt Proofs we can give, of our bcing good 
Men, and eſpecially, of being true Chriſti- 


ans (d). 


T proceed, in the IId place, to ſhew, how 
far the Church of Rome hath departed from 
this truly charitable and Chriſtian Spirit; and 
conſequently how little pretenſion it can have 
to ſtyle it (cif, as it doth, e only true Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Church. | 


The moſt different and contradictory things 
in Nature cannot indecd be more irreconcile- 
able and repugnant the one to the other, 


than is the Example of the Meck, the chari- 


table Jeſus, and the cruel Maxims and Pra- 
ctices of the Church of Rome. 


The 


fe) 1 Cor. iv. 12. (4) John xiii. 35. „ 
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The whole Time our bleſſed Redeemer con- 
verſed among Men, was (as hath been already 
ſhewed) ſpent by him in a continued Act of 
Kindneſs and Beneficence towards all Men. 
Doing good was his conſtant, his only Em- 
ployment. And even when the perverſe and 
obſtinate Jews reviled and blaſphemed that 
divine Power, which was exerted in curing 
their Sick, and relieving the Neceſſities and 
Infirmities of their own Nation ; yet he ne- 
ver ſhewcd the leaſt Inclination to puniſh or 
torture thoſe that expreſſed ſo much Impiety, 
Malicc, and Ingratitude againſt the beſt of Be- 
nefactors. 


If any Perſon ever met with intolerable 
Affronts and Indignities, ſuch as might juſtly 
be thought a ſufficient Provocation to heap 
Miſchiefs on the Authors and Contrivers of 
them, and, at leaſt, to deſtroy them; Chriſt 
certainly met with ſuch from the unbelieving 
Jews: And yet fo far was he from render- 
ing evil for evil, that, on the contrary, when 
ſome of his Diſciples deſired of him that he 
would only give them Power to call for Fire 
from Heaven, to conſume ſome Samaritans that 
were ſo inhuman and uncivil as to refuſe to 
give him a reception into one of their Ci- 
ties, he rejected ſuch a Propoſal with Indig- 
nation; he turned and rebuked them, ſaying, 
Ze know not what manner of Spirit ye are 
of, 
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of, for the Son of Man is not come to de- 
ftroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them (e). 


As if he had ſaid, „ Þ You do not well 
* conſider what Spirit acts and poſſeſſes you; 
« tis not that certainly which my Doctrine 
ce deſigns to frame and train you up to; 
« which is not a furious, a perſecuting and 
« deſtructive Spirit, but mild, gentle and ſa- 
« ving; tender of the Lives and Intcreſts of 
« Mcn, even of thoſe who arc our great- 
& eſt Enemies. For I came not to kill and 
« deſtroy, but to ſave and redecm Mankind : 
« ] came to diſcountenance all Ficrcene(s, 
« Rage and Cruclty in Men one towards a- 
« nothcr; and to plant in the World a Spi- 
« rit of Meekneſs, Forbearance and Mer- 


+. 


But how little of this $p:rz7 of Chriſtiani- 
ty reigns among ſeveral of thoſe, that call 
themſclves the True, nay the Only Diſciples 
of Chriſt, is but too viſible. This will more 
plainly appear, if we conſider in particular 
r. The Doctrine and Maxims ; and 2. The 
Practice of the Church of Rome ; which 
' pretends to be, and accordingly ſtyles itſelf 
the only Catholick and Orthodox Chriſtian 


Church in the World. 
If 


(e) Luke ix. 55, 56. 1 Archbiſhop Tillotſon in his 
Sermon on theſe Words. 
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If we conſider, L ſay, the Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, it will be found that ſhe 
hath ſhamefully departed from that univerſal 
Love and Benevolence, which Chriſt recom- 
mended to the World by his Precepts and 
Example, 1. In excluding from the Kingdom 
of Heaven and future Happineſs, all thoſe that 
any way happen to diſſent from her, and 
dooming them to the ſevereſt Torments in 
Hell, though otherwiſe Men of holy a and un- 
blamcable Lives. 


And that this is no falſe or unjuſt Imputati- 
on, appears from the following Inſtances, a- 
mong ſeveral others that might be produced. 
& Tynocent III. ordained in "the 4th Council 
« of Lateran, that whoſoever ſhould ſpeak 
cc evil of the Pope, {ſhould be puniſhed in 
% Hell with eternal Damnation. (f) 


Pope Stephen II. in a Letter wrote to Pe- 
pin King of France, under the feigned Name 
of St. Peter, expreſſes himſelf in this man- 
ner. I conjure you by the living God, not 
« to ſuffer my City of Rome and my People 
to be any longer deſtroyed by the Lom- 
ce bards, that your Souls and Bodies may not 
« be deſtroyed in everlaſting Fire. — If you 


FJ) Urſpergenſts, Marius, &c. See Acts and Monuments, p. 
231, 


D " « comply 


« 
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comply with my Commands, you ſhall re- 
* ccive a great Recompence in this Life ;z—— }Þ 
but if you do not obey me, 1 declare un- 
* to you by the Authority of the holy Tri- | 
“ nity, and the Grace of my Apoſtleſhip, / 
* that you ſhall be deprived of the Kingdom 
* of Heaven and eternal Life. (g 


* 


The Courſe, in ſhort, which the Church of | 
Rome uſually takes with thoſe that depart 
from its Doctrine or Worſhip, is, © to ſhut 
* them out of the Church in Heaven and 
Earth; denouncing them to be curſed and 
« anathematized, and adjudging them to bg 
* damned in eternal Fire, with the Devil and 
ce his Angels; As is manifeſt from the Forms 
* of Excommunication (+) *. 


Charity, according to the Deſcription gi. 
ven of it by St. Paul, (i) thinketh no evil, 
believeth and hopeth the greateſt good of e- 
very one. But how abominable muſt be the 
Uncharitableneſs of the Church of Rome, in 
venting ſuch virulent Expreſſions? Muſt it 

not 


(8) See Wen Hiſt. Eccleſ. Tom. ix. p. 338. of the Paris Edit. 
1720, ) See Hiſtory of the Inquilitioa, Lond. 1681. 
« 47+ K. Alexander III. in the Excommunication he de- 
nounced againſt the Emperor Frederick, among other viruient Ex- 


eſſions, hath theſe remarkable Words. raden, cum Fre · 


dericum Scil.] Saran, in inreritu terribiliter felidendum. Matt, 
Paris, p. 411. of Dr. Hatti's Edit, 


% Corinth. xiii, ſ 7 
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not thence be concluded that ſhe thinketh 
and believeth the utmoſt evil! 


Great certainly is the Baſeneſs and Impiety 
of ſuch an uncharitable Temper. It is baſe, 
as procceding from an ignoble narrownels of 
Spirit, and an extreme Self- conceit; and im- 


pious, inaſmuch as it caſts very injurious Re- 


flections on the Goodneſs and Mercy of Al- 
mighty God. For, ſuppoſing they that judge 
thus hardly of others are themſelves in the 
right, and that they follow the pure and ſin- 
cere Doctrine of Chriſt; (which is ſuch a Sup- 
poſition too, as cannot well be reconciled 
with their uncharitable and unchriſtian Tem- 
per,) ſuppoſing this however, I ſay, yet they 
ſhew in ſuch a Judgment a great deal of 
Pride and Ill- nature, Things inconſiſtent with 
truc Chriſtianity. 


But, if on the contrary, they ſet up their 
own Inventions for the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
and happen to be in the wrong, how inex- 
cuſable then muſt they be? what clſe can 
they expect, than to meet with the Damna- 
tion they are ſo free to denounce upon o- 
thers? It is, at leaſt, but reaſonable that with 
what Fax ws) they judge, they ſhould here- 
after be judged; and with what meaſure they 
mete, it ſhould be meaſured to them a- 
gain. (H). | 


(k) Matt, vii. 2. 


D 2 This 
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This Conduct moreover impiouſly preſumes | 
to circumſcribe, and ſet bounds to, infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy. For it muſt proceed 
upon this Suppoſition, that God will approve 
of, and take part in the Paſſions and Quar- 
rels of Mankind; that he will ſo far con- 
cern himſelf with, or rather be ſway'd by 
their. raſh Determinations, as accordingly to 
decide of the future everlaſting State of their 
Oppoſers and Enemies, as, in the heighth of 
their Paſſion, they are too apt to wiſh he 
would. They muſt further imagine, that God 
hath no Mercies in reſerve for repenting Sin- 
ners, and that their Adverſaries can find no 
place for Pardon, though they ſeek it careful. 
ly with Tears: Which is an inconſiderate 
and uncharitable Aſſertion, (not to ſay worſe 
of it,) for, how far God's Mercy will ex- 
tend towards ſuch as even remain in an invo- 
luntary Error, is what no Man can deter- 
mine. 


2. Another Inſtance wherein the Church 
of Rome hath departed ſrom that charitable 
Diſpoſition, which Chri/# recommended by 
his Precepts and Example, is their thunder- 
ing out Anathema's and Excommunications 
againſt thoſe whom they are pleaſed to brand 
with the odious Names of Hereticks or Schiſ- 
malicks. | 


It 


— 
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It is indeed expedient that the Church 
ſhould be inveſted with a Power of cutting 
off from its Communion, and debarring from 
the Priviledges which it tenders to all truly 
honeſt and religious Perſons, thole that live 
in a Courſe of rioting, diſobedience and ex- 
treme Impicty ; who being paſt feeling, have 
given themſelves over unto Laſttoionſneſs 
to work all uncleanneſs with greeaineſs (1). 


But in this they muſt proceed with extreme 
Tendernels and Caution. Their whole Beha- 
viour muſt demonſtrate that they do not act 
out of Revenge and Impatience, but out of 
a truly charitable Deſign ; namely, in order 
to bring the Offender to himſelf, to make 
him ſenſible hereby of his Errors and Iniqui- 
ties; when no other Arguments will prevail 
upon him, and when, lite the deaf Adder, 
he ſtoppeth his Ears, and and refuſeth all 
means of Conviction whatſoever. And as 
ſoon as he 1s ready to return to his Duty, 
and forſake his vicious Inclinations, they muſt 
alſo be ready to receiye and reſtore him in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs. 


But there are ſome Cautions that ought to 
be ſtrictly obſerved by thoſe in whoſe hands 
the Power of Excommunicating is lodged ; 
namely, Firſt, That they do not make uſe 


of 


(1) Epheſ. iv. 19. 
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of it upon every ſlight and trivial Occaſion 5 
(for its being ſo common will only ſerve to 
render it infignificant and contemptible ;) And 
Secondly, That they never denounce Excom- 
munications but upon ſuch as are extremely 
debauched and ſcandalous; for if innocent 
Perſons are Sufferers by it, 'twill loſe all its 
effect, ſince, in ſuch a caſe, it may ſerve to 
inflame and cnrage, but can never convince 


any one. 


To return now to my Subject. How con- 
trary the Anathema's and Excommunicat ions 
denounced by the Church of Rome, are to 
Charity and the Temper of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, will plainly appear, if we conſider 
what the Nature and Conſequence of them 


arc. 


Excommunication then, as performed in the 
Church of Rome, is one of the moſt dread- 
ful civil Puniſhments that can be inflicted. 
For by it Perſons are not only remoyed from 
the Congregation of the Faithful, but even 
from all manner of Society and Communi- 
cation with them. They arc looked upon as 
Men accurſed of God, whom every one ought 
out of reſpect for the Almighty, to deteſt, 
perſecute, and abhor. No Man, under Pain 
of the like Excommunication, is to converſe, 
or {o much as cat with them; not to give 


them Reception into his Houſe, or even to 
wiſh 
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wiſh them well. By Excommunication they 
are moreover cut off from the Priviledges of 
the Community to which they belonged; 
they can have no Benefit of the Law, but 
are left defenceleſs and expoſed to the Inſults 
of every audacious Villain F. They are much 
in the ſame caſe as thoſe, who among the an- 
tient Romans were interdicti aqua & ignt 
ſo that ſome have been known to periſh for 
want of Suſtenance. 


But, as it can hardly be ſuppoſed that there 
is any one ſo deſtitute of all Friends and Re- 
lations, as not to meet with Relief notwith- 
ſtanding all the Threats of the Law ; to pre- 
vent this, it was enacted in ſome Councils, 
* That if within forty Days after Excommu- 
nication, the excommunicated Perſon did 
« not deſire and endeavour to be reconciled 
** to the Church, the Magiſtrate ſhould caſt 
* him into Priſon, and confiſcate all his 
* Goods.” And, in the laſt Seſſion of the 

Council 


7 Among other proofs of this that might be produced, it 
was particularly decreed in the 4th Council of Lateran to this 
Effect. We excommunicate all Hereticks, Sc. ſo that un- 
** leſs they make Satisfaction within a Year after their being ex- 
* communicated, they ſhall thenceforth be actually reckoned 
* infamous, and as dach excluded from all manner of Offices, 
* or pubiick Buſineſs, from chuſing Officers, being admitted as 
Witneſſes, making a Will, inheriting an Eſtate, and the like. 


may be ſued. Wheeyer doth not avoid ſuch excommu- 
nicated Perſons, after the Sentence of Excommunication hath 
« been denounced againſt them, ſhall be himſelf excommuni- 
4 cated, &. See Fleury Hiſt, Ecclehaſt, Tom. xvi. p. 364. 


. 


They ſhall be incapable of ſuing any one at Law, though they 
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Council of Trent, it was further provided, 
te that whoever, after Admonition, remains 
for a whole Year Excommunicate, ſhall be 
* reputed a Heretick, and procceded againſt 
© as ſuch. 


But what highly aggravates the Uncharita- 
bleneſs that appears in this Puniſhment, is 
to conſider what Perſons it hath been inflict- 
= upon, and for what ſlight or unjuſt Rea- 
ons. 


The moſt illuſtrious Men in the World, 
the moſt eminent for the ſacredneſs of their 
Office, or their exalted Stations have not been 
exempted from the attacks of this impudent 
Tribunal. Even Kings and Emperors have 
been under the laſh of it. No lels a Per- 
ſon, for inſtance, than the Emperor Henry 
IV. was excommunicated by Hildebrand, or 
Gregory VII. (m) which involved that noble 
Prince in ſeveral very great Troubles and In- 
convenicncics. For his Subjects, either ta- 
king an occaſion from his Misfortunes, or 
dreading (as they pretended) the Pope's Cen- 
ſurc, revolted againſt him. Whercupon he 
was forced to go barc-toot (x), and ſubmit to 

the 


m) Anno Dom. 1077. See Fleury Hiſt. Eccleſ. Tom. xiii. 

Lid. 62. 
(] See Fleury Hiſt, Eccleſ. Tom. xiii. p. 321. Depoſito 
regali ornameato, nudis pedibus - oppidum appropinquans ſup- 
pliciter 
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the Pope, then at Canuſium; (o) who made 
him wait THree Days and three Nights, tho' 
in a very hard and ſevere Winter, before he 
would give him any admittance. Nay, be- 
fore he could be abſolved, he found himſelf 
obliged to reſign his Crown, and all his o- 
ther Imperial Ornaments, to the Pope, and 
yield to very hard Conditions. But (till the 
Pope and Cardinals not thinking themtelves 
ſecure while Henry remained in Poſſeſſion 
of the Empire; but fearing he would re- 
venge himſelf upon them for their ill-treat- 
ment of him, if ever it came into his Power ; 
to prevent this, they, by a very audacious 
and unheard-of attempt, preſumed to diſpoſe 
of his Dominions, and gave them to Nodul- 


phus. After ſome bloody Battles, the Pope 


propoſed the calling of a Council in Ger- 
many to ſet all matters to right. But becauſe 
the Emperor would not ſuffer the Legates to 
{ct Foot into his Dominions, unleſs they firſt 
deprived his Rival Reduiphus, the Pope thun- 
dered out another terrible Excommunication 
againſt him (p). 


pliciter intromitti petebat. Denegatum ingreſſum æquo animo 
tulir, quamvis aſpera eſſet hyems, & gelu cuncta rigeſcerunt. 
In ſuburbio quidem oppidi triduo immoratus, continuo veniam 

tens. Platina in vita Gregorii VII. p. m. 328. 

(o Not in the City of Caxaſium, but in a Caſtle fo called, 
near Rhegium. Fleury ib. p. 319. 

(þ) Theſe two Excommunications are extant in Fleury Tom. 
XIII. p. 300, and 376. and in As and Monuments, Vol. I. p. 
161, and 163. 


E Theſe 
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Theſe two Excommunications (as Abbot 
Fleury obſerves) (q) were the firſt that ever 
were known to have been denounced avainſt 
a Sovereign. Well might therefore, as Otto 
Friſingius relates, the whole Empire be ſhock- 
ed at this unparallelled and audacious At- 


tempt (7). 


And, after all, what had this great Mo- 
narch done to deſerve ſuch ill Treatment? 
Nothing, but that he refuſed to ſubmit to the 
intolerable Tyranny which that proud Pre— 
late, Gregory VII. attempted to exerciſe over 
the whole World; and particularly, becauſe 
he would not quietly part with the Right of 
preicnting to ſpiritual Promotions, which he, 
and his Predeceſſors, had been till that time 
in Poſſeſſion of. 


But this is not the only Inſtance of the Pa- 
pal Uſurpations in this particular. For, not 
long after, the Emperor Frederick, (to whom 
I find ſome Popiſh Authors giving the Cha- 
racter of a brave, couragious, juſt and pru- 
dent Prince) (s) was alſo excommunicated 
by Alexander III. for aſſerting the ſame Rights 
which Gregory VII. had attempted to wreſt 
from Henry IV. one of his Predeceſſors (7). 


This 
(4) Tom. xiii. p. 301. (r) Id. ibid. )) Fleury 
Tom. giv. p. 673, .) Id., Tom. xv. p. 84, See allo 


M. Pari, p. 290, 412, Ge. 
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This Excommunication producing the ſame 
Effect upon this Prince's Subjects, as it had 
done before upon thoſe of Henry IV. that 
great Monarch was forced to go and proſtrate 
himſelf at the Pope's Feet, (u) beſore he could 
be abſolved by him. 


I paſs over ſeveral Anathema's that have 


been denounced by the proud and uſurping 


See of Rome, (namely, how the Greek Church 
was excommunicated by Urban II; the Empe- 
ror Otho V. by Innocent III. (w) &c.] and 
haſten to things of the like nature that hap- 
pened in this our Land, while it was in Sub- 
jection to the Pope. 


This whole Kingdom was in the Reign of 
King John excommunicated and put under an 
Interdict by Pope Innocent III. (x) fo that for 
a while the Sacraments were diſuſed, and all 
exerciſe of Religion ceaſed. The King him- 
ſelf was afterwards excommunicated, and de- 
poſed from his Royal Government; and the 
Pope wrote to the King of France, command- 
ing him, as he expected to have Remiſſion 
of his Sins, to expel King John out of the 


(*)] Fleury Tom. xv. p. 377. Fox (Adi and Monuments, Vol. 
I. p. 185.) adds, that the Pope trove upon the Emperor's Neck, 
tepeating theſe Words out of Pſalm, The young Lion and the 
Dragon ſhalt thou tread under thy Feet. 


(w) Matt, Paris, p. 193. (x) Anno 1208. 


E 2 Ring- 
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Kingdom of England, and take Poſſeſſion of 
it for himſelf and his Heirs for ever. So 
that the King, to divert the impending Storm, 
was forced meanly to lay down his Crown at 
the Feet of Pandulph the Pope's Legate ; and, 
before he could have it again, ſwear, © That {| 
&« he and his Succeſſors ſhould hold the King- | 
« dom of England, &c. from the See of | 
« Rome ” (. Which was ſuch a manifeſt | 
Uſurpation upon the Rights and Authority 

of Princes, as had been unhcard-of till that 
time, though there have not ſince been want- 

ing Inſtances of the like execrable Attempts, 


D wh; 


How unjuſt the Ground of all theſe Pro- 
ceedings of the Pope was, is evident from 
our Hiſtory of England; and it is to this ef. 
fect. The King having nominated Gray Bi- 
ſhop of Norwich to fill up the vacant See 
of Canterbury, {ent ſome Monks to Rome to 
have the Election confirmed by the Pope. 
But this latter regardleſs of the King's Re- 
queſt and Election, fer the Biſhop of Wor- 
wich by, and choſe Stephen Langton ; who, 
as we find the King complaining afterwards, 
(S) © was an utter Stranger to him, and had 
been bred up in France among his Ene- 
« mics; and therefore he refuſed to admit 

him. 


(y) See M. Paris, p. 190, 195. 198, 199, (z) In a 
Lecter to the Pope. See M. Paris, p. 188. 


I 
. 
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him. For which refuſal, the Pope came to 
thoſe Extremities that have been juſt now 
related (a). 


After the Pope had got his end with King 
John, and brought him in perfect Su bj ecti- 
on to the See of Rome; then King Lewis 
not readily complying with his peremptory 
Commands, he was alſo excommunicated; 
as the Barons had been ſome time before (þ). 


There hath been, in ſhort, no Prince in 
Chriſtendom for the Space of five or ſix Cen- 
turics, that hath not bcen excommunicated by 
the Pope, unleſs he was entirely devoted to 
the Holy Sec, and ſubmitted to all the En- 
croachments of the proud and uſurping Ty- 
rants that fate in it. It is enough to ſurprize 
and amaze the moſt unconcerned Perſon in 
the World, to ſee Excommunications and A- 
nathema's flying ſo thick on all Sides, to find 
ſo many Emperors, Kings, and Biſhops, ex- 
communicated every where. Was not, a- 
mong others, King Henry VIII. anathema- 
tized and curſed by Paul III. for caſting off 
the Pope's Supremacy ? (c) Did not Pius V. 
excommunicate Queen Eligabeth, and ab- 
ſolve her Subjects from their Allegiance, 
Sc.? (4) 


But 


(a) Id. p. 179, Oc. (5) Idem. p. 227. & 232. 
(e) Anno 1534. (4) 1570. 23 n 
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But Emperors and Monarchs are not the 
only Perſons that have been branded with 
the Pope's Curſes and Anathema's: As ma- 
ny as have withſtood the growing and exor- 
bitant Power of the Sec of Rome, or oppo- 
fed and departed from the Errors which they 
would impoſe upon the whole World, have 
met with the ſame Fate. Luther, Wicklife, 
and Zufs, with their Followers; and all thoſe 
other Great Men, who had gore Undcrſtand- 
ing and Wiſdom to liſcove® or more Cou- 
rage and Honeſty than the reſt, to withſtand 
the abſurd Doctrines and Ulurpations of the 
Church of Rome, have had no better uſage: 
And how undeſervedly, the whole World 
knows. 


As the thing is in itſelf unjuſtifiable upon the 
Principles of true and uncorrupt Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſo are the Expreſſions in particular that are 
uſed in the Forms of Excommunication ut- 
terly irreconcilcable with a chriſtian and cha- 
ritable Temper. In ſome the Pope wiſheth 
that the ſame Puniſhment which was inflict- 
ed upon Norah, Dathan, Abiram, and Ju- 
das, may light upon the excommunicated 
Perſon, (e) and prays, in others, that all the 
Curſes and Imprecations contained in the 
CIX. P/alm may happen unto him. Curſed 


be he that doth the Wark of the Lord neg- 
ligently, 


(e) See Fieury Hiſt. Eccleſ. Tom. xiii. Diſtourſ. p-. 38. 
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ligently, and curſed be he that keepihb back 
his Sword from Blood (f), was the favou- 
rite ſaying of Gregory VII. which he conti- 
nually repcats in his Writings (g/. The ſame 
Pope lays it down for a Maxim, That a Su- 
periour is obliged to puniſh a// the Crimes [a 
Word very extenſive according to his mean- 
ing, ] that come to his Knowledge, or elſe 
he partakes in the Guilt of them. © Let the 
Kings and Princes of the World, (faith he 
in one of his Bulls againſt the Emperor Hen- 
ry IV.) «© know how great your Power and 
Authority are; * and let your Juſtice 
« be ſo ſpecdily diſplayed in puniſhing Heu- 
c xy, that all Men may perceive that this Son 
« of Iniquity doth not loſe his Kingdom by 
« chance, but immediately by your means. 
« May God confound and deſtroy their De- 
« ſigns, that they may be brought to Re- 
“ pentance. (+). 


In Gregory's Bull againſt Micbliſte's Doc- 
trine, the latter is charged with falſe and er- 
roneous Tenets, and moſt wicked and damna- 
ble Flereſies. Would not one from hence 
be apt to infer, that he was at leaſt a Manz- 
chee, or a Sabellian? And yet, upon Exa- 
mination it will be found, that thoſe dam- 


nable Hereſies were only, That the holy Eu. 


chariſt 
J) Jerem. xlviii. 10. Z) Fleury ubi ſupra, p. 40. 
* He is (peaking here to St. Peter and St. Pan. by % Blewry 


Tom, xiti, p. 377. and Platina in the Life of Gregory VII. 
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chariſt after the Conſecration is not the ve- 
ry Body of Chriſt, and the like. 


Pope Paul in his Bull againſt King Hen- 
ry VIII. © declared the King and his Ac- 
« complices infamous, and put their Chil- 
« dren under an incapacity of enjoying any 
« Prefcrment: He charged all his Subjects 
« to riſe in Arms againſt him, and that 
« none ſhould give him Aſſiſtance: He re- 
« quircd all Chriſtians to make War on him; 
tc to ſeize on the Perſons and Goods of all 
« his Subjects, and to make Slaves of them. 
« He injoyned morcover all Biſhops to pub- 
« liſh the Sentence with due Solemnitics x 
« and ordained it to be affixed at Rome, 


C Tournay, and Dunkirk. ” (i). 


But here the uſurping Sce of Nome did not 
reſt; for impiouſly pretending that Almighty 
God had ſet the Pope over all Nations and 
Kingdoms, to pluck up and deſtroy, to plant 
and to build, to give and take away at Plea- 
ſure Empires and Principalities; (k) and, as 
Chriſt's Vicar, to diſpoſe of all things here 
below ; he procecded further to deprive 
Kings and Empcrors of their Dominions, if 


they proved Rebellious and Diſobedient, that 
3 


(i) See Echard's Hiſtory of England, p. 290. (k) Se: 
Gregory VIleh's Second Bull againſt Henry IV. in Fleury Hiſt, 


Eccl. Tom. xiii. p. 377- 


| 
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is, if they refuſed tamely to comply with the 
Pope's intolerable Impoſitions and ExaQti- 
ons. 


We find, for Inſtance, Pope Gregory VII. 
[lo often mentioned already] © depoſiug the 
« Emperor Henry from his Imperial Seat, 
« and Princely Government, and releaſing 
« his Subjects from their Allegiance 3 char- 
« ging and forbidding them that they obey 
« him in nothing (Y. 


We find again that Ianocent III. command- 
ed, under Pain of the greater Excommunica- 
tion that no Man ſhould obey King John, 
nor even keep Company with ſuch an ini. 
pious Prince: That he forbad all Perſons to 
cat, drink, or ſo much as ſpeak with him; 
and injoyned his Houſhold not to do him 
any kind of Service (). 


This, in a word, is the Courſc which that 
proud and unchriſtian Tyrant, who exalteth 
himſelt above all Principalities and Powers, 
and even above all that is called God, or 
worſhipped as ſuch, (½) hath for ſeveral Cen- 
turics taken with thoſe that refuſe to obey 


(1) See the two Excommunications of that Emperor in Pla 
tina, &c. 
(m) See Acts ard Mcnuments, Vol. I. p. 229. 
() 2 Tim. ii. 4. 
* 


F hig 
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his unjuſt Commands, or comply with his 
unrcaſonable and unlawful Demands (o). 


And conſidering the Principles ſuch un- 
warrantable Proceedings were grounded upon, 
and the diſmal Conſequences they have been 
:ttended withal, how gricvous and intolle- 
rable mult they be? The Principles whercup- 
on Gregory VII. grounded his pretended and 
uſurp'd Power of depriving Sovereigns were 
no better than theſe. The Church hath 4 
Right of diſpoſing of Spiritual things, and 
therefore much more of Judging Earthly and 
Temporal. The meaneſt of Exorciſts is a- 
bove Emperors, ſince he can command even 
the Devils. Regal Authority is the work 
of the Devil, and hath no other Foundati- 
on than humane Pride. The meaneſt of Chri- 


ſttans, 


o The following Emperors and Princes have been ſucceſſive- 
i depoſed by the Popes. | 
f 732. Leo Iſaurus, Emperor, 1 7 Cregory III. 


741. Childerick, K. of France, Zachary I. 
1977. Henry IV. Emperor, Gregory VII, 
1098. Phil'p K. of France, Urban II. 


1156. Wiltam K. of Sicily, as adrian Iv. 


2. 

allo Frederick Emperor, | & 
1:99. P;il;p, Emperor, | > | Innocent III. 
1210. K. John, 2 | Innocent IV. 
1262. Manfred K. of Sicily, 44 Urban IV. 
1284. Peter K. of Arragon, © Martin IV. 
1302. Philip the Fair, L | Boniface VIII. 
1309. Henry V. Emperor, 2 Clement V. 
1326. Lewis Emperor, > | John XXII. 

WWeizſlaus Emperor, « Gregory IX. 
1512. John K. of Navarre, . | Julius II. 
1724. Heury VIII. King o 


} 
7 


L 
| 
bl 
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ſtians, if good and virtuous, is more truly 
King, than a wicked Prince, becauſe ſuch a 


one ceaſes to be King, and becomes a Ty: 
rant (p). 


Now, what muſt the Conſequences of ſuch 
Principles be? If a King, by being depoſed, 
loſes his Royal Dignity, and all his Authority 
over his Subjects ; then, if he continues at- 
ter to act like a King, he muſt be no better 
than an Uſurper and a Tyrant, that is, in 0- 
ther words, a publick Enemy, whom all 
Mankind ought with all their Might to wor- 
ry and endeavour to deſtroy. In a State 
where People's Heads are filled with ſuch 
Notions, what Security can there be for a 
Prince? Well ſuppoſe that there is in it ſome 
Zealot, who imagines no greater Service can 
be done to God, or one's Country than to 
free the World of a Tyrant: Let ſuch an one 
morcover fancy himſelf raiſed like another 
Ehud to deliver the People of God from 
Slavery; and is there any thing, though ne- 
ver ſo wicked and execrable, that he will 
leave unattempted to compaſs his Ends? EH 
pecially if he is withal perſuaded, that in 
caſe he miſcarries, or happens to ſuffer for 
the righteout Cauſe he hath undertaken, he 
{hall certainly be rewarded with a Crown 
of Martyrdom in the next World, 


(p) See Fleury Hiſt, Eccleſ. Tom, xiii. Diſcourſ. p. 4r. 
F-.3 And 
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And that this pretended Caſe is ſomething 
more than a wild Suppoſition, all the horrid 
Murders and Aſſaſſinations of excommuni- | 
catc Princes do but too plainly ſhow. | 


Add to this the lamentable Convulſions | 
this muſt have occaſioned in States; the num- | 
berleſs Seditions and Civil Wars between 
Princes and their Subjets that have owed 
their riſe to nothing but this. Conſider there- 
fore, and ſce whether there be any Miſery 
comparable to that of bcing in Bondage to 
the See of Rome? Whether it be not, as 
ſome Popiſh Authors themſelves have ex- 
preſſed it, (3) 4 worſe than Egyptian Sla- 
very. 


For my part, I have often reflected on it 
with Aſtoniſhment and Indignation, and can- 
not ceaſe to wonder, how it was poſlible 
that Princes and Emperors ſhould be lo weak, 
or ſo mcan-ſpirited, as ignominiouſly to ſub- 
mit, and lay down their Reaſon and Con— 
ſcience, as well as their Dignity at the Feet 
of a pretended Vicar of Chriſt, of a Man of 
the ſame Paſſions and Infirmities with them- 
ſelves, and, what is more, of a worthleſs 
and wicked Man. From whence we may 
learn what aumberleſs Miſchiefs Ignorance 


and Superſtition have cauſed in the World. 
It 


(] Matt. Faris, p. 568. 


— JJ 


— 
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It is obvious to any one that is acquainted 
in the leaſt with the Den and Temper of 
the Chriſtian Religion, how inconſiſtent ſuch 
Proccedings arc with either of them. This 
particular cannot be bettcr repreſented than 
in the Words of a late learned and judicious 
Author, who lived and died in the Commu— 
nion of the Chnrch of Reine, (r) out of 
whom I ſhall take the Liberty to tranicribe 
a few Lines. 


e Never did any one pretend in the firſt 

« and purcſt Ages of Chriſtanity, that a pri- 
e vate Perſon, by being excommunicatcd loſt 
« the Property of his Goods; and fortcitcd all 
« Powcrover his Children and Slaves, [much 
& leſs that a Prince could thereby be de— 
« prived of all Authority over his Subjects. 
« When JESUS CHIRST went about 
eto eſtabliſh his Goſpel, he did not make 
** uſe of Force or Compulſion, but only of 
c Perſuaſion, as St. Auſtin hath obſerved. 
« So far was he from meddling with human 
« Afﬀairs, that he would not ſo much as take 
« upon him to decide a Diſpute between two 
Brothers. He ordered the Jews to render 
« unto Cæſar the things that were Cæſar 's, 
* though the Cæſar he meant was Tiberius, 
« that is, not only a Heathen Emperor, but 
one 


ir) Abbot Fleury, See his Eceleſ. Hiſt, Tom. ii. Diſcourſ. 
. 43 4+ 


| 
| 
| 
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cone of the moſt wicked of Men. In 4 
& word, he came to reform the World; but 
« how? Not by making a Change in the Or- 
« der and Conſtitution of Kingdoms and 
« States, but by effecting an Alteration in 
« Men's Tempers and Diſpoſitions. His Apo- 
cc ſtles, and their Succeſſors followed the ſame 
« Method, and always exhorted Mankind to 
« be obedient to Princes and Magiſtrates, — 
« (s) It was not till above a thouſand Years 
after Chriſt that Men took it in their Heads 
I e to form a new Syſtem, and to ſet up the 
11 c [pretended] Head of the Church [the Pope] 
1 ce for a ſupreme Monarch, and make him ſu- 
ce perior to all Kings and Princes, cycn in 
« temporal Affairs. 


. a” . - * 


—— 


A third and very notorious Inſtance of 
the Cruelty and Uncharitableneſs of the 
Church of Rome, moſt conſpicuouſly appears 
in the bloody and inhuman Decrees the Mem- 
bers of it have made againſt thoſe that arc 
contrary to, or different from them in any 
Opinion. 


- — 2 
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In Pope Martin's Bull it is ordained, * that 
c all Perſons of what Dignity, Office, State, 
| « or Condition ſoever they be, who ſhall pre- 
ll © ſumc to teach or preach otherwiſe than 

1 _ Church of Nome doth hold or 
teach 


(s) Rom. xiii, 1 Pet. ii. 13, tu. 
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© teach, ſhall be moſt ſevercly puniſhed, 
e judged and proceeded againſt as Hereticks, 
* and as Hercticks be left to the Secular 
© Power. (F) z. e. to be burnt, or other- 
wile cruelly handled. 


In another Bull of Pope Bonzface IX. di- 
refed to King Richard II. We give Com- 
© mandment, ſaith the Holy Father, to our 
« Reverend Brethren the Arch-Biſhops of Can- 
« ferbury and 7ork, that they ſtand up in the 
« Power of God againſt this peſtilent and 
& contagious Sect, (the Lollards f,) and that 
te they ſtrenuouſly perſecute them in Form | 
« of Law : Root out and deſtroy thoſe that | 
ce adviſedly and obſtinately refuſe to with- | 
« draw their Foot from the ſame Stumbling- 
« block. In the ſame Bull the King is re- 
quired to injoyn Magiſtrates, &c. © to exe- 
cute the Authority committed to them with 
« all Severity againſt ſuch damned Men, — 
e them to expell, baniſh and impriſon, and 
* there ſo long to keep them til! proper 
“Sentence is pronounced againſt them. (4 


In 


() This Bull is extant in Ads and Monuments, &c. Vol. I. 


. 97. 
: 4 Theſe were the Followers of Wicklyfe, which were ſo na- 
med from the Latin Word Lolixm, Tares, or Darnel; becauſe 
they were lcoked upon as Tares among the good Seed ¶ vix. 
the Church of Rome]. 


(%) See Ads and Monuments, Vel. I. p. 464. 


40 The Cruelties and Perſecutions 


In Arundels Conſtitutions againſt the 
Lollards it is enacted, «© That whoever is 
* lawfully convicted (of being a Lollard) 
be pronounced an Heretick by the Ordi- 
ce nary of the Place: And that from thence- 
« forth he be reputed an Heretick, and in- 
« curr the Penalties of Hereſy and Schiſm 
ce expreſſed in the Law: And chicfly that 
* his Goods be adjudged Confiſcate, and ap- 
c prehended and kept by them to whom it 
« ſhall appertain. And that his Fautors, Re- 
c ccivers and Defenders being convicted in all 
“ Calcs be likewiſc puniſhed, ( 


His Succeſſor Archbiſhop Chicheſley order- 
cd his Suffragans and Archdeacons, diligcnt- 
ly to ſcarch and enquire twice a Year at leaſt 
in cvcry Pariſh throughout the Province of 
Canterbury for Hereticks or Lollards ; and if 
any ſuch were found, he injoyncd they ſhould 
procecd againſt them, not only in leaving them 
to the Secular Court, but in committing them 
likewiſe to the perpetual or temporal Pri- 
ons. 


And that theſe Conſtitutions may not paſs 
only tor the Contrivances of a few hot-hœad- 
ed and fierce Zealots, I will further ſhew, 
that ſome of our Kings in Parliament aſſem- 
bled have made Statutes, and Popes in full 

| Councils 


(w) Ibid. p. 463. 
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Councils have ratified Decrees, that exceeded 
any of thoſe I have already mentioned for 
Cruelty and Uncharitableneſs. 


In the Reign of Richard II. the Bi- 
ce ſhops obtained leave of the Court to throw 
« the Hercticks into Priſon, without being o- 
« bliged to ask the King's Content, but the 
« Houſe of Commons got the ſaid Conceſli- 
« on revoked; after which time there was no 
« Act of Parliament made upon that Account. 
« But it being repreſented to Henry IV. that 
« bare Impriſonment was not ſufficient to 
« ſtop the Progreſs of the Sect of the 
« Lollards, Henry, who affected a migh- 
« ty Zeal for Religion, ſtrenuouſly recom- 
« mended it to the Parliament, which aſſem- 
« bled in 1401, to take care that the Church 
ce ſuffered no Damage by means of this Sect : 
« And though the lower Houſe was utterly 
ce againſt perſecuting the Lollards, yet an Act 
« Was paſled, in which it was enacted, That 
« no Man ſhould preſume Zo preach, main- 
tain, or teach openly or in ſecret, or write 
any Book contrary to the Catholick Faith, 
and Determination of the Holy Church. And 
if any Perſon or Perſons of what Kind, 
State or Condition ſoever, ſhould do or at- 
tempt any thing contrary to that Statute, 


* See Rapin's Extracts out of Rymer's Fadera, Vol, II. 
p. 104. 
G that 
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that then the Ordinary of the Place ſhould 
cauſe him to be arreſted and detained under 
ſafe Cuſtody, till he cleared himſelf. And 
if any Perſon ſhould be lawfully convicted, 
that then the Ordinary ſhould cauſe him to 
be laid in any of his own Priſons, and there 


to be kept ſo long as he thought expedient. 


And further, if any Perſon being convict- 
ed before the Ordinary of the Place, or his 
Commiſſaries, of the ſaid wicked Preachings, 
Doctrines, &c. ſhould refuſe to abjure and 
recant, or, after his Abjuration ſhould re- 
lapſe ; that then the Sheriff of the County, 
&c. ſhall perſonally be preſent, as oft as re- 
8 to confer with the ſaid Ordinary or 

is Commiſſaries in giving Sentence againſt 
the ſaid Perſons offending, — And after the 
Sentence ſo pronounced, ſhall take the Per- 
ſons ſo of ending, and any of them, and 
cauſe them openly to be BURNT in the 
Sight of all the People. 


In the ſecond Year of Henry V. another 
Law was made, wherein the Chancellor, Ju- 
ſtices, &c. are ordered to extend their 
whole Pain and Diligence to put out and 
deſtroy with all their Power all manner of 
Hereſies and Errors commonly called Lollar- 
dies, and to proceed againſt them as in the 
Statute of Henry IV. is directed. And allo 
that all Perſons convitt of Hereſy, of what 

Eſtate, 
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Eſtate, Condition, or Degree ſoroer they be, 
being by the ſaid Ordinaries or their Com- 
miſſaries left unto the Secular Power, ac- 
cording to the Laws of Holy Church, ſhall 
loſe and forfeit all their Lands and Tenc- 


ments, &c. 


I find it beſides recorded in ſome Authors, 


that this Prince made Lollardie, [or the Fol- 


lowing the Doctrine of Wicklyſte, ] to be not 
only Hereſy, but alſo Treaſon (x). 


Let no one imagine that ſuch cruel and in- 
human Decrees have been peculiar to this 
Land: For this is the profeſſed Doctrine of 
the Church of Rome. And this is what hath 
been decreed in full Councils, in the Name 
of the univerſal Church, and in the Face of 
the whole World. 


The laſt Canon of the third Council of 
Lateran runs thus, —“ (y) Since the He- 
ce reticks that arc named Cathari, &c. are 
« grown ſo powerful in Gaſcony, Albigeois, 
« and other Places, as openly ro maintain 


(x) Polydor. Virg. Lib. 22. Hiſtor. Angl. ———Publice edixit 
Hen. 5. Scil.] ut ſi uſpiam deinceps reperirentur, qui eam ſe- 
querentur ſectam, patriæ hoſtes haberentur, quo fine omni leni- 
tate Severius ac ocyus de illis ſupplicium ſumeretur, Cc. 

Tho. Walden de Doctrinal. Eccleſ. Tom. I. I. 2. cap. 46.— 
cum regnare cæpiſſet Illuſtris Rex Henricus V. Legem ſta- 
tui fecit, ut ubique per regnum Wickleviſta probatus, ut reus 
puniretur de crimine læſæ Majeſtatis, &c. 


(3) See Heury Hiſt, Eccl. Tom. xv. p. 413, 
G3 t and 
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« and teach their Errors; we Anathematize 
« them, with their Fautors and Abettors; 
« and if they die in their Sins, we order they 
„ ſhould have no Chriſtian Burial. ” 


In the Council of Tours it was decreed, 
« That it was unlawful for any Man to har- 
* bour any of the Albigenſes, or protect 
them; to keep any manner of Correſpon- 
« dence or Communication with them, ei— 
ce ther in buying, ſelling, or the like. And 
it was further ordered, that whenever they 
« were diſcovered, the Catholick Princes and 
© Nobility ſhould have them impriſoned, and 
« confiſcate their Goods. (2) 


But the Council of Verona is more full 
and expreſs to this purpoſe : (a) «© The Church 
ce ought to uſe its utmoſt endeavours to root 
ce out the ſeveral Hereſies that have begun to a- 
« riſe in our Days in moſt Places; cipecially 
« no that it is aſſiſted with the Imperial Au- 
« thority. Wherctore in the Preſence of our 
ce dear Son the Emperor Frederick, and with 
ce the Conſent of our Brethren the Cardinals, 
&« Patriarchs, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and many 
© Lords gathered here together from ſeveral 
Parts of the World, we do by this Decree 

* condemn all Hereſics under what Denomina- 

tion 


(2) Fod. Tom. f. 130. To the ſame purpoſe ſee Tom. xvi, 
. I9, 20 and 221. 
(a) Iccm, Tom, xv. p. 460. 
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tion ſoever, particularly the Cathari Cor Al 
bigenſes] &c. We lay them all under a per- 
petual Anathema. And, becauſe the Severi- 
ty of the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline is apt to be 
deſpiſed by thoſe that are unacquainted with 
the Power of it: We decree, that they who 
ſhall be manifeſtly convicted of the forc- 
mentioned Errors, it Clergymen, ſhall be 
degraded and deprived, and lefr to the Sc- 
cular Power to be puniſhed, unleſs they ab- 
jure. And if Lay men, they ſhall be deli- 


vered to the Secular Arm, unleſs they re- 


nounce their Errors. Even ſuch as are on- 
ly ſuſpected ſhall incur the ſame Puniſhment, 
unleſs they can prove their Innocence, But 
as for thoſe that happen to relapſe, they 
ſhall be left to the Secular Power, withour 
any further hearing. This Excommu- 
nication againſt ali Hereticks ſhall be re- 
newed by every Biſhop at the great Solem- 
nitics, or when occaſion ſhall offer; which 
if any one neglects to do, he ſhall be ſuſ- 
pended for three Years from all Epiſcopal 
Functions. 


And to excite, or rather oblige all Princes, 


and other Perſons in Authority, to deſtroy 
thoſe whom they are pleaſed to brand with 
the hateful Name of Hereticts; there was a 
Decree made in the 4th Council of Lateran, 
whereby it was ordered, © That Secular 
Powers ſhould be admoniſhed, and, if need 


be, 
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« be, compelled by Cenſures, publickly to 
wear that they ſhall expel out of their Ter- 
« ritorics all the Hereticks that have been no- 
« ted by the Church. And if any Temporal 
« Lord, after he is admoniſhed, neglects to 
clear his Territories of them, he ſhall be ex- 
communicated by the Metropolitan, and his 
« dSuffragans: And if he doth not make Sa- 
« tisfaction within a Ycar, notice of it ſhall 
be given to the Pope, that he may abſolve 
ce his Vaſtals from their Oath of Obedience to 
* him, and expoſe his Lands to the Conqueſt 
« of Catholicks. ” This Decree concludes 
with © thrcatning with Depoſition all Biſhops 
ce that ſhould not ule their utmoſt endeavours 
<« to clear their Dioceſſes of Hereticks, ” (6) 


I have produced here but a Sketch of the 
bloody and inhuman Decrecs made by the 
Church of Rome againſt thole whom they 
term Hereticks : But Zhey arc ſuch, as are ve— 
ry ſad and undeniable Inſtances of the cruel 
and perſecuting Temper of that Church. For, 
who can diſcover in them the leaſt Marks of 
a Chriſtian and charitable Spirit, or even the 
icaſt Remains of Humanity ? Do they not ſound 
more like the Conſtitutions of the old Hea- 
then Perſecutors, than the Laws of Chriſtian 
Princes and Councils? 


II. But 


(% See Flewry Hiſt. Eccleſ. Tom. xvi. P. 363, and 365. 
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II. But what are theſe Doctrines in compa- 
riſon of the Practices of the Church of Rome? 
which hath for ſeveral Centuries exerciſed up- 
on thoſe whom ſhe terms Hereticks and Schiſ- 
maticks, ſuch Barbaritics, ſuch inhuman Cru- 
elties as Nature ſtarts at, and every reaſonable 
Creature cannot bur deteſt and abhor. 


And no wonder that their Practice ſhould 
be ſo abominably cruel, when ſuch DoGrines 
as I have mentioned above arc taught and in- 
culcated by their Leaders; and more eſpeci- 
ally ſince Catholicks are in ſome of their 
Councils injoyned, to extirpate Hereticks by 
Fire and Sword, as they deſire to be eſteemed 

and accounted true Chriſtians. (c) 


If this be a Sign of true Chriſtianity, we 
maſt readily grant, that none can have a bet- 
ter Title to it than the Romiſh Church. For 
Aſſaſſi nations and Murders, Poiſonings, Maſ- 
ſacres, and all crucl kinds of Death, the Mem- 
bers of it have always been extremely ready 
to inflict upon thole, who happen any way 
to contradi their unreaſonable Doctrines, or 
oppole their wicked and unlawful Procced- 
ings. As much as Kindneſs and mutual For- 
bearance are the diſtinguiſhing Badge of true 
Chriſtianity, ſo much is Cruelty the particu- 


lar 


(e) Sicut reputari cupiunt & haberi fideles, See the 3d and 
4th Councils of Lateran. 
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lar Character of the Popiſh Religion. The 
vaſt heap of abſurd and inconſiſtent Notions 
that compoſe this miſhapen Building, hath no 
better Foundations to ſtand upon than Super- 
ſtition and Ignorance; as it hath been {up- 
ported all along chiefly with the mercilets 
Slaughter of many thouſands of innocent Per- 


ſons. 


No one can reflect, without Horror, on the 
various and exquiſite Torments, that have been 
uſed by the Romaniſts to propagate and main- 
tain their ignominious and abſurd Doctrines; 
nor conſider, without aſtoniſhment, how 
much Blood hath been ſhed in the Pope's 

uarrel, or at his Inſtigation. (4) The whole 
Chriſtian World hath been ſometimes in a 
Flame, and the pretended Vicar of Chriſt, 
inſtead of quenching, hath only made it his 
Buſineſs to ſpread and increaſe it. 


But to come to Particulars. The Walden- 


ſes (e) being the firſt Oppoſers of the Popiſh 
Errors 


* 


d) In the Quarre's of the Church of Rome more Blood has 
been ſed, than ever was ſpiit in all the Wars of Heathen Rome, 
even though you throw into the Account the Slaughters under 
the Heathen Perſecu'ions, faith Biſhop Chandler in his Sermon 
on November F. 

(e) They were ſo named from Peter Waldo, a Merchant ef 
von, who about the Year 1160, being extremely moved at 


the ſudden Death of a Per ſon with whom he was in Company, 
reſolved 
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Errors and Corruptions, were allo the firſt 
that felt the effects of the Reſcntment and 
Cruelty of the inexorable See of Rome. The 
Popes left no Stone unturned to cruſh and 
deſtroy them in their firſt Beginnings ; as 
when in the Year 1178, not long after their 
firſt Riſe, a great multitude of them, both 
Men and Women, were by the Pope's Com- 
miſſioners perſecuted and condemned for He- 
reticks; ſome of whom were ſcourged, ſome 
driven away, and others compelled to ab- 


jure. (F). 


In the Year 1198, Terric one of the Heads 
of the Maldenſes was burnt ncar Nevers; 
and abundance of them were excommuni— 
cated and delivered to the Secular Arm. (g) 
At Orvieto a great many were laid in Irons; 
ſome were publickly whipt, others baniſhed, 
c. (Y Their Houſes were rifled, and pulled 
down at Viterbo, and other places. () And 
at laſt, they were driven out of Lions, where 
they were very numerous. Being thus toſſed 
about, and expelled from one place to ano- 


reſolved thencefor ward to apply himſelf to Works of Charity, 
and to the Study oſ the Holy Scriptures; by the conſtant read- 
ing of which, he diſcovered how falſe ſeveral of the Doctrines 
received in the Church of Rome were, and how little grounded. 
on the ſacred Writings; and therefore he rejected and oppoſed 
them. His Followers. were call'd (belides ade nſes,) the poor 
Men of Lyons, Albigenſes, Catharini, Patarini, Inſabattati, &c. 


(f) Roger de Hovedon, (gs) Fleury Bill. Eccleſ, Tom. 
xvi. p. 16. (00 Ibid. p. 2, 54 (i) Eod. Tom. 
7. 221. 


H ther, 
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ther, they diſperſed themſelves about the 
South Parts oft France, and eſpecially Dau- 
phine and Provence. 


But the violent Means that were uſed to 
cruſh and deſtroy them proving ineffectual; 
and inſtead of diminiſhing, ſerving only to 
encreaſe their Numbers; inaſmuch as it made 
them ſpread over a great Part of Europe: In 
order therefore totally to root them out, a 
Cruſade was preached againſt them ; where- 
upon People from al! Parts of France aſſem- 


bled to the number of five hundred thouſand, 


who committed terrible Ravages and unheard- 
of Cruelties: So that at the taking of Bezz#- 
ers, all the Inhabitants whercot were utterly 
deſtroyed, no leſs than ſeven thouſand, who 
had fled for Refuge into St. Mary Magdalen's 
Church, were unmercifully put to thre 
Sword. ( 


At Caſtres a barbarous piece of Cruelty 
was acted by Simon de Montfort the Head of 
the Crozfes. Two Hereticks being brought 
before him, he condemned them both to the 
Flames, though one offered to renounce his 
Errors. The Earl's Argument was this; if 
this Man is in good carneſt, the Fire will 
purge him of his paſt Sins: And if he only 

diſſe mbles, 


00) Fleury, Tom. xvi. f. 239. 
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diſſembles, he'll receive the juſt Puniſhment 
of his Deceitfulneſs. (/) 


After the taking of the Caſtle of Minerbe 
above one hundred and forty Perſons were 
inhumanly burnt. (, And at Caſſer and 
Mauriac the Pilgrims taking the Hereticks 
committed them to the Flames with a great 
deal of Pleaſure and Satisfattion, as the Hi- 
ſtorians of thoſe Times teſtify. (2) They that 
had the Direction and Superintendence of this 
War, were hurricd with ſuch a blind and fu- 
rious Zeal, that they were indefatigable, and 
would hardly allow themſelves any time for 
Sleep, or /o much as to relieve the Neceſſi- 
ties of Nature. (o) In this unjuſtifiable War 
were engaged ſcycral Prelates, (p) who the 
better to countenance this unrighteous Cauſe, 
had the confidence to give it the ſpecious Ti- 
tle of the Cauſe of the Lord, and to ſtile the 
ſlaying of many thouſands of innocent Per- 


' ſons, doing Service to 7efſus Chriſt. 


So thoroughly was the World poſſeſſed with 
this religious Madneſs, that even Prince Lewzs 
gathered a numerous Army, and- marched 


(J Tbid. p. 241. (m) Id, p. 264. (u) Id. p. 
275, & 340. and Diſcourſ. p. 42. (o) Id. p. rok 
(p) The Archbiſhops of Roan, Reims, Lions, Vienna, &c. And 
the Biſhops of Orleans, Auxerre, Caracaſſonne, Bourges, Clermont, 
Chartres, Beauvais, Laon, In, Albi, &c. Se: Fleury, ubi ſupra, 


P- 275» zoo, 320, 339, 413, Ofc. 


H 2 himſelf 
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himſelf in Perſon againſt them. (q) In which 
Expedition ſeveral Perſons fell a Sacrifice to 
the Pope's Superſtition and Cruelty : Great 
Numbers were {lain on both Sides in this un- 
juſt Quarrel ; (7) ſo that at the Siege of Auig- 
non, above two and twenty thouſand arc 
{1id, what by Famine, (g) what by Peſtilence, 
and other violent ways, to have been de- 
ſtroyed. 


Again, in the Year 1234, an Army of the 
Albigenſes was entirely defeated near Spain, 
ſo that not one of them eſcaped . Likewiſe 
in Germany there was an inſinile number of 
them killed k. | 


But the moſt abominable Act of Cruelty, 
was that which was committed at Montheme 
in Champagne: when in the Preſence of the 
King of Navarre, the Barons, the Archbi- 
ſhop of Reims, ſeventeen Biſhops, and about 
an hundred thouſand other Spetators, one 
hundred and eighty three Hereticks Ci. e. 
Maldenſes] were publickly burnt ; which, in 
the Opinion of Alberick, an Hiſtorian of thoſe 
Times, was a Sacrifice acceptable to God. (t) 

£4 Great 


(q) Fleury, ubi ſuprd, p. 320. (Y) Perſpicu? conſtare 
videtur bellum inzuile fa ſuſerptum, faith Matt. Paris, p. 
282. „ Deficientibus alimentis periit khommum innume- 
ta multitudo. Matt, Paris, p. 281. 

+ —Ner uu, corum evaſit. Mart, Paris, p. Id. p. 333. 

* —Peremptus ot numerus infinitus. Idem. ibid. 


(t) Fleury, Tom. xvii. p- 265. 


— .  — 
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Great Numbers were alſo about that time 
deſtroyed in Flanders without any mercy, up- 
on the information of one Nobert; who 
cauſed no leſs than fifty of them, of both 
Sexes, to be either burnt, or buried alive, 
within the Space of rue or three Months: 
And who, as the Popiſh Hiſtorians themſelves 
own, ſpared neither the Innocent, nor the 


Guilty. (#) 


The Perſecutions againſt them ceaſed for 
ſome time, while the Catholicks were enga- 
ged in thoſe mad Expeditions in the Eaſt call- 
cd Cruſades, But in the Year 1375, the Fire 
of Perſecution began to blaze again; and 
ſuch vaſt Numbers of the Waldenſes were ta- 
ken up by the Romaniſts in Dauphine and 
Savoy, that they were forced to build new 
Priſons in ſeveral Places ; and for their Main- 
tenance to raiſe at one time four thouſand 
Florins of Gold in the Provinces of Arles, 
Aix, Embrun, Vienne, and Tarantaiſe, and 
eight hundred Florins afterwards yearly. ( 


Theſe frequent Perſecutions that were raiſed 
againſt the Waldenſes gave birth to the Inqui- 
ſition, that is, to the moſt bloody and inhu- 
man Tribunal that ever was eſtabliſhed under 
the Sun, A bare Suſpicion, or the leaſt 

word 


(%) Idem & god. Tom, p. 266. and Marr. Paris, p. 362. 
and 407, (w) Fleury, Hiſt, Eccl. Tom, xx. p. 254. 
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word that, in their Opinion, ſavours of He- 
reſy, is enough to bring a Man under the 
Cenſure and Correction of its unmerciful and 
implacable Judges. Before whom the ſup- 
poſed Criminal is forced to accuſe himſelf; 
and, unleſs he doth it to their Satisfaction, 
he is all his Life confined to a dark and dil. 
mal Dungeon, where he is not allowed ſo 
much as to complain of his intolerable Miſ- 
fortunes: From which nothing can rclcaſe 
him, but Death; and that too often the moſt 
painful and grievous, namely burning : Or if 
he mects with enlargement, yet even the 
tender mercies of theſe wicked Men are ſo 
cruel, that the enlargement they give is worſe 
than Dcath itſelf, it being a Confinement to 
the Galleys, or the like. * 


This helliſh Tribunal, in ſhort, is the Shame 
and Diſgrace, I will not ſay of Chriſtianity, 
(fince they who are cngaged in it cannot have 
any Title to that glorious Name, which in- 
cludes in it Meekneſs, Good-will and Chari- 
ty,) but even of human Nature. Of which, 
they who can commit ſuch Barbaritics muſt 
needs have abſolutely diveſted themſelves, and 
degenerated into fierce and ravening Wolves. 


Should I mention all the Barbaritics that 
have been excited and cncouraged by the Popes, 
the 


/ 


* See Dellon's Hiſtory of the Inquiſition at Goa. 
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the many thouſands that have bled in their 
Quarrels, that would carry me far beyond 
my preſent Deſign and intended Brevity. 


I ſhall therefore particularly inſiſt upon the 
Sufferings of two Perſons, that were very 
diſmal Inſtances of the Popiſh Cruelties and 
Tyranny, I mean 7ohn Hus, and his Diſci- 
ple Jerom of Prague. It is well known that 
their Crimes were no other than oppoſing the 
abſurd Doctrines and abominable Practices of 
the Church of Rome ; and had theſe pretend- 
ed Crimes been really as pernicious as they 
were repreſented to be, they did not how- 
ever deſerve ſo vaſt an Expiation as the Lives 
of the ſuppoſed Criminals. But how barba- 
rous their Treatment was may appear from 
the following Inſtances. 


John Hus then was not only cxcommuni- 
catcd for adhering to Wickliſfès Doctrine, but 
was alſo by the Malice of his Perſecutors and 
Enemies forced to fly out of the Univerſity 
of Prague, the Place of his Reſidence. Be- 
ing ſummoned to appear before the Council 
of Conſtance, and clear himſelf of the Charge 
of Hereſy ; hc queſtioned for lome time whe- 
ther it would be proper, or ſafe, for him to 
venture his Life into the hands of his Ene- 
mies. But the Emperor Sigiſinund removed 
his fears, by taking him under his Protection, 
and granting him a Sæfe-conduct, to which 

the 
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the Pope conſented, aſſuring Hus that no Vi- 
olence ſnould be offered him during his ſtay 
in Conſtance. But ſee the Treachery and Un- 
faithfulneſs of his wicked Adverſaries! Con- 
trary to the promiſe made to him, he was 
thruſt into a noiſome Dungeon, which had 
like to ſhorten his Days; and at laſt was con- 
demned to the Flames, with the Approbati- 
on of the ſame Emperor that had before en- 
gaged his Word that Hus ſhould no way be 
moleſted. To ſolve this unaccountable Piece 
of Injuſtice, it was decreed in this Council, 
That Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks ; 
which is ſuch a Breach of mutual Truſt and 
Confidence, thoſe great Bulwarks of human 
Socicty, as no unprejudiced Heathen could 


have cvcr been guilty of. 


His Condemnation was attended with ſeve- 
ral Inſtances of brutiſh Cruelty. During his 
Tryal his Enemies would not ſuffer him ſo 
much as to ſpeak in his own Defence. The 
Skin of the Crown of his Head was cut off 
with a pair of Shears, beforc his Execution : 
And they ſet on his Head a Crown of Paper 
painted with Devils, Which when they put 
on, they repeated theſe remarkable Words, 
Now we commit thy Body to the Flames, 
and ſend thy Soul to the Devil, 


His Diſciple Jerom of Prague was ſoon 


after by the ſame Council, and tor the ſame 
5 Cauſes, 
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Cauſes, and with much the ſame Circum- 
ſtances, unmercitully burnt: 

The exemplary Patience and Conſtancy of 
theſe two bleſſed Martyrs, and the bold and 
undaunted manner in which they defied their 
Adverſarics of laying any Crime to their 
Charge, are ſtanding and convincing Proofs 
of their Innocency and Integrity. The meek 
Behaviour of Hus in particular during his Ar- 
raignment and Condemnation, and eſpecially 
his praying (after the Example of his divine 
Maſter) for his Enemies, were ſuch Demon- 
ſtrations of a truly Chriſtian and charitable 
Temper, as muſt have melted his Murderers 
and Judges into Compaſſion, had they had 
the leaſt Remains of Tenderneſs and Huma? 
nity. 

But why need I inſiſt upon theſe foreign 
Examples of the Cruelty practiſed by the 
Church of Rome, when out own Nation 
can furniſh us with too many Inſtances of it. 

From the time of King Henry IV. [when 
the bloody Statute e Heretico comburenda 
was made] to the end of Queen Mary's Reign, 
vaſt Numbers were unmercifully burnt and 
butchered in theſe Kingdoms. No ſooner had 
that cruel Statute paſſed into a Law, but it 
was immediately put in Execution upon one 
William Sautre, who was committed to the 
Flames for adhering to Wick/iffe's Doctrine. 
And thus through the ſucceeding Reigns ſuch 
Scenes of Barbarity wete ated as muſt create 
an utter abhorrence of that inhuman Religion, 
| 1 which 


—— — — — 
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which can ſo far debauch and corrupt human 
Nature, as to make thoſe lovely Virtues of Ten- 
derneſs, mutual Love, and Good- will, which 
are implanted in us, degenerate into Ficrce- 
neſs, Cruelty and Rage. 

The worthy Lord Cobham himſelf, though 
highly in favour with King Henry V. could 
not be proof againſt the reſtleſs Malice and 
repeated Attacks of his Blood-thirſty Ene- 
mies: But rather than that he ſhould go un- 
puniſhed they charged him with the moſt 
heinous Crimes. Sir Nobert Acton ſuffered 
in the ſame Cauſe, and under the Imputati- 
on of the ſame ſuppoſed Guilt; and thirty 
ſix Perſons more were executed and burnt to- 
gether, about that time, upon the account 
of Religion. 

During the ſhort, * but bloody Reign of 
Queen Mary I. there were no leſs than five 
Biſhops, one and twenty Clergymen, and of 
all ſorts of Men and Women, two hundred 
and ſeventy ſeven, + inhumanly burnt and 
murdered, for refuſing to embrace the abo- 
minable Errors and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome. And among the reſt, Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, the Biſhops Hooper, Ridley, 
and Latimer, Men of holy and unblamcable 
Lives ; who were guilty of no other CRIMES 
than the having more Vi ſuom and Learning 
than the reſt of the ignorant Bigots of that 

Age; 


* ;, e. From the Year 1553, to 1558. (5 Years,) 
+ Biſhop Grmdal faith, there were 800 put to Death in tw# 
Years. Sce Echard's Hiſt, of England, 
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Age; and who, in the whole Courſe of their 
Actions expreſſed a conſtant Regard, and ſtrict 
Adherence to Truth, and the moſt inviolable 
Integrity. But all theſe ſhocking Cruelties I 
necd not here relate at length, taking it for 
granted, that every one of my Readers, who 
hath the leaſt Knowledge of our Engliſb Hi- 
ſtory, muſt be acquainted with them. 

To palliate theſe horrid Executions, it can- 
not be ſaid, „that they were done in the 
« Times of Darkneſs and Ignorance, and 
ce therefore are, upon that account, in ſome 
« meaſure to be excuſed. 

For, that even now the ſame cruel Spirit 
reigns in that Church, is but too evident from 
the intended Plot that was to be executed on 
November 5. 1605; from the Maſlacre in Tre- 
land, (x) from the inhuman Perſecutions of 
the Proteſtants in France, ſince the Reva- 
cation of the Edict of Nantes, and from the 
late unjuſt Execution at Thorn. 

I need not ſpend much time in proving 
that ſuch bloody and inhuman Proceedings 
are contrary to the Temper and Deſign of 
the Chriſtian Religion, hoever will give 
himſelf the trouble to compare the firſ# Head 
of this Diſcourſe with the ſecond, will find, 
that the Doctrines and Maxims of the Goſpel, 
and the perſecuting and cruel Temper of 
the Church of Rome, are as oppoſite and 


contrary the one to the other as Light and 
Darkneſs. | 


(x) Wherein above 100,000 Proteſtants were murdered. 
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But, had this Method of bringing Men o- 
ver to the Belief of Chriſtianity been thought 
by our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles the 
moſt proper and effectual, or had it indeed 
been ſuitable to the Nature of Man, or agrec- 
able to the Spirit of the Religion they taught, 
why did they not make uſe of it? Vet we do 
not find that they ever did any thing like it. 
As it was foretold of the Meſſiah, that he 
ſhould be the Prince of Peace, Chriſt ma- 
nifeſtly declared himſelf to be ſuch in all the 
Courſe of his Actions. For he ever dilal- 
lowed all cruel and forcible Methods; he 
could have commanded twelve Legions of An- 
gels to come down from Heaven, and compel 
Men to embrace his Goſpel ; but he choſe to 
win them over to the belief of it by Ten- 
derneſs and Humanity. | 

The ſame Method was followed by his firſt 
Diſciples and Apoſtles. The Courſe they took 
in bringing Men over to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, was not by uſing Racks and Tortures, 
Aſſaſſi nations and Maſlacres, but by making 
uſe of ſtrong and convincing Arguments, by 
Demonſtration of the Spirit, and by miracu- 
lous Works. | 

The Power which theſe bleſſed Diſciples 
of Chriſt were indued with, might have by 
them been exerted for the Confuſion and De- 
ſtruction of their Oppoſers and Adverſaries ; 
and yet no ſuch thing they ever attempted to 
do: That Power, as they declared, was 


given them for Hdiſication, and 2 
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for Deſtruction. So far were they from 
reſiſting their Enemies, or thundering out 
Curſes and Anathema's againſt them, that Hey 
departed from the Preſence of the Jewiſh 
Council, rejoycing that they were counted 
worthy to 22 Shame for the name of Chriſt, 
(yz) And indeed Truth needs no ſuch mean 
Arts, as Force or Compulſion, to recommend 
it ſelf to the Belicf and Approbation of Man- 
kind; a thing may juſtly be reckoned to be 
only Falſchood and Impoſture, when it wants 
to be ſupported by ſuch violent and helliſh 
Methods as Murders and Cruelty. We may 
depend upon it, that a Doctrine or Religion 
cannot have deſcended from above, if it is 
attended with Envying and Strife, Malice 
and Revenge; but muſt pronounce it to be 
earthly, ſenſual, and devilliſh, For the Wiſe 
dom that is from above is pure, and peace- 
able, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
Mercy and Compaſſion. (S) 

The Servant of the Lord, according to 
St. Paul, * muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle 
unto all Men, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. Now, ſince 
the Church of Rome takes a quite contrary 
Courſe ; ſince, inſtead of inſtructing in meek- 
neſs thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, or even do 
but quietly depart from its Doctrine, ſhe en- 
deavours to puniſh, torture and afflit them 
with the moſt exquiſite Torments; by her 
acting ſo contrary to the Example and Pre- 

cepts 

(2) Als v. 41, (x) James iii. 17. 6 2 Tim, ii. 24. 
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cepts of Chriſt, we may juſtly conclude, that 
ſhe hath not the leaſt ground for ſtiling her 
ſelf, as ſhe doth, the only true and Orthodox 
Chriſtian Church in the World. 


III. The moſt natural Inferences we can 
draw from what hath been ſaid, is from thence 
to learn to beware of the fame dangerous 
Principles and Practices as I have been deſcri- 
bing in this Diſcourſe. And in order to that, 
1. To baniſh and extirpate out of our Minds 
the Leaven of Malice, thoſe cruel and per- 
ſecuting Maxims which have occaſioned ſo 
much Bloodſhed in the Chriſtian World; 
which render Men, inſtead of ſociable Crea- 
tures, Tygers and Beaſts of Prey; inſtead of 
a Help and Comfort, a Dread and a Plague 
to one another: And to put on a Spirit of 
Meekneſs and Forbcarance, of Gentleneis and 
ä | 

24ly, We ſhould thence learn to entertain 
a juſt value for the Reformed and Proteſtant 
Religion in general, and for our Church in 
particular; which diſallows all cruel and per- 
ſecuting Methods, and teaches us to reſemble 
and imitate God in thoſe beloved Attributes 
of his, his Goodneſs, his Charity, and his 
Mercy; which, in a word, is pure, and peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated. 

And that it may appear how unreaſonable, 
and how unjuſt both to themſelves as well as 
others, thols muſt be reckoned, who among 
us ate given to change; and who, to ſet up- 

| on 
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on the Throne a Popiſh Pretender would ſa- 
crifice all that ought to be accounted moſt 
ſacred and inviolable, our Religion and Li- 
berties I mean; let us conſider the calamitous 
and deplorable State of thoſe unhappy Nati- 
ons that groan under the Yoke of Popiſh Sla- 
very. A Yoke lo intolerable, that it is ama- 
zing how any Men, much more any Society 
of Men, could ever ſubmit to it. 

What Encouragement can there be for In- 
duſtry in a Land where People have nothing 
that they can properly call their own? where 
they are every Moment in danger of loſing 
what they have got by the Sweat of their 
Brow, without daring ſo much as to repine. 
What an Ignorance of all that is divine and 
ſacred, and eſpecially of one's Duty, muſt 
reign in Countries where the Key of Know- 
ledge, namely the Holy Scriptures, lic hid and 
conccaled ; where Men are forbid upon ſe- 
vere Penalties, either to read, or ſo much as 
have them in their Houſes? That we have the 
Liberty to learn our Duty out of thoſe Foun- 
tains of true Knowledge and Wiſdom, let us 
look upon it as our greateſt and moſt invio- 
lable Privilege, from which let us by no means 
ſuffer ourſelves ever to be deprived of. 

Do ſome Perſons among us complain of the 
gentle and caſy Taxes that are laid upon them, 
and call them exceſſive and grievous? Let 
them but turn their Eyes on ſome of our 
neighbouring Nations, and obſerve how they 
fall a Prey to Superſtition and the Covetouſ- 

. neſs 
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neſs of their hard Maſters, * and they will 
ſoon perceive how unreaſonable their own 
Complaints are. Nay, let them but refle& 
on the State this Land was but within a few 
Centuries in, and they will eaſily diſcern how 
happy our change is. For this purpoſe let us 
take a view of the many Hardſhips and Impo- 
ſitions of the Pope upon theſe Kingdoms 
while they remained in Subjection to the See 
of Rome. | 

King John then before the Pope's Legate 
would reſtore him his Crown, was obliged to 

pay eight thouſand Marks of Silver; and to 
{wear morcover, that he and his Succeſſors 
ſhould hold the Kingdom of England, and 
Lordſhip of Ireland of the Sec of Rome at 
the annual Rent of a thouſand Marks of Sil. 
ver. Which was demanded and paid for ſe- 
veral Years. (a) 

But what was this to the vaſt Sams which 
were continually extracted out of theſe King- 
doms. In the time of Henry III. (6) Tenths 
of all Moycablcs (c) in England, Ireland, 
and 


* See Burnet's Travels, p. 142. Letter III. Sub fu. 
© thediſpeopling of Tuſcany, and moſt of the Principalities of 
* Italy, but chiefly of the * Dominions, which are more 
« abandoned than any other Part of Italy, ſeem to flow from 
* nothing but the ſeverity of the Government, and the great decay 
* of Trade: Yet this is not the chief cauſe of the diſpeo- 
« pling of thoſe rich Countries, the Severity of the Taxes is the 
« rrue teaſon, gc. * See alſo Letter IV. towards the Begin- 
ning. | 
8 See Rapin's Extracts out of Rymer, Vol. I. p. 27, 29, 94 
247. Edward III. aboliſhed it. (6) Anno 1229. | 

(e) De omnibus redditibus, proventibus, fructibus carruca- 


rum (Plough:) oblationibus, decimis, nutrimentis animalium, & 
| fruftibuss 
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and Wales, were exacted by the Pope, (4) 
and collected with that Rigour, that many Bi- 
ſhops, and Abbots, &c. were forced to ell 
or pawn their very Veſtments, Chalices, and 
other holy Veſſels belonging to their Churches: 
And, what is more, the Pope's Legate exact- 
ed the Tenths of the Autumnal Fruits of the 
Earth, while they were yet growing; all 
which the Inhabitants of theſe Kingdoms were 
forced to procure and pay to avoid Excom- 
munication and Interdict. And for the more 
ſpeedy raiſing of the Money, the Legatc 
brought along with him certain wicked Uſu- 
rers, who ſupplied the Indigent with Money, 
which they were compelled to borrow, tho 
they were thereby irrecoverably ruined. 

In the Year 1256, Pope Alexander IV. or- 
dered the ſame Prince to go himſelf in Per- 
ſon, or {end a Captain to command his Army 
with one hundred and thirty five thenfand, 
Ave hundred and forty one Marks Sterling, to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Sicily: 
Which if he refuſed to do, he ſhould be ex- 
communicated, and his Kingdom put under 
an Interdict. (e) 

In ſhort, it was repreſented to King E. 
ward III. (+) © That the richeſt Prince in 
“ Chriſtendom, had not the fourth part of ſo 
« much Treaſure, as the Pope had out of this 


fructibus, & de omnibus obventionibus Eccleſiarum, vel aliarum 

poſſeſſionum, quocunque nomine cenſeantur. Matt. Paris, 

p- 305. (4) And that of all forts and degees of Men.— 

ab uni verſis laicis & clericis. Id. ibid. (e) Ropin's Ex. 

tracts, Vol. I. 2. 31. + la the goth Year of his Reigh, An. 1376. 
K | 
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neſs of their hard Maſters, * and they will 
ſoon perceive how unreaſonable their own 
Complaints are. Nay, let them but refle& 
on the State this Land was but within a few 
Centuries in, and they will eaſily diſcern how 
happy our change is. For this purpoſe let us 
take a view of the many Hardſhips and Impo- 
ſitions of the Pope upon theſe Kingdoms 
while they remained in Subjection to the See 
of Rome. 
King John then before the Pope's Legate 
would reſtore him his Crown, was obliged to 
pay eight thouſand Marks of Silver; and to 
ſwear morcover, that he and his Succeſſors 
ſhould hold the Kingdom of England, and 
Lordſhip of Ireland of the See of Rome at 
the annual Rent of a thouſand Marks of Sil- 
ver. Which was demanded and paid for ſe- 
veral Years. (4) wet 
But what was this to the vaſt Sums which 
were continually extracted out of theſe King- 
doms. In the time of Henry III. (5) Tenths 
of all Movcables (c) in England, Ireland, 
and 
* See Burnet's Travels, p. 142. Letter III. Sub fu. 
&© the diſpeopling of Tuſcany, and moſt of the Principalities of 
* Italy, bur chiefly of the 3 Dominions, which are more 
« abandoned than any other Part of Itah, ſeem to flow from 
* nothing but the ſeverity of the Government, and the great decay 
4 of Trade: vet this is not the chief cauſe of the diſpeo- 


« pling of thoſe rich Countries, the Severity of the Taxes is the 
« true teaſon, &. See alſo Letter IV. towards the Begin- 


ning. 
(s) See Rapin's Extracts out of Rymer, Vol. I. p. 27, 29, 94. 
247. Edward III. aboliſhed it. (6) Anno 1229. | 
(e) — De omnibus redditibus, proventibus, fructibus carruca- 


rum (Ploughs) oblationibus, decimis, nutrimentis animalium, & 
fructibus. 
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and Wales, were exacted by the Pope, (d) 
and collected with that Rigour, that many Bi- 
ſhops, and Abbots, &c. were forced to ſell 
or pawn their very Veſtments, Chalices, and 
other holy Veſſels belonging to their Churches: 
And, what is more, the Pope's Legate exact- 
ed the Tenths of the Autumnal Fruits of the 
Earth, while they were yet growing; all 
which the Inhabitants of theſe Kingdoms were 
forced to procure and pay to avoid Excom- 
munication and Interdict. And for the more 
ſpeedy railing of the Money, the Legate 
brought along with him certain wicked Uſu- 
rers, who ſupplied the Indigent with Money, 
which they were compelled to borrow, tho' 
they were thereby irrecoverably ruined. 

In the Year 1256, Pope Alexander IV. or- 
dered the ſame Prince to go himſelf in Per- 
ſon, or ſend a Captain to command his Army 
with one hundred and thirty five thenfand, 
five hundred and forty one Marks Sterling, to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Sicily: 
Which if he refuſed to do, he ſhould be ex- 
communicated, and his Kingdom put under 
an Interdict. e ) 

In ſhort, it was repreſented to King EA. 
ward III. (+) © That the richeſt Prince in 
“ Chriſtendom, had not the fourth part of ſo 
« much Treaſure, as the Pope had out of this 


fructibus, & de omnibus obyentionibus Ecclefiarum, vel aliarum 

poſſeſſionum, quocunque nomine cenſeantur. Matr. Paris, 

p- 305. (d) And that of all ſorts and degees of Mena. 

ab uni verſis laicis & clericis. Id. ibid. (e) Repiu's Ex. 

tracts, vol. I. P. 31. + In che roth Year of bis Rigs, An. 1376. 
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*« Realm; ” And * That the Taxes paid to 
« the Sec of Rome for Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, 
« did amount to five times as much yearly, 
« as all the King's Taxes throughout the 
« whole Kingdom. (7) 

Another conſtant Expence to this Kingdom 
were the Pope's Legates ; who were always 
maintained at the Charge of the Countries 
where they were ſent: And that muſt have 
been conſiderable, for they ſeldom travelled 
without a Retinue of twenty five Horſemen, 
[to which Number they were limited by the 
third Council of Lateran,] and fared ſump- 
tuouſly every where: So that Monaſteries 
were ſometimes obliged to ſell even their 
Plate to defray the Charges and Expence they 
were put to upon their account. (g) Beſides 
which they received very large Preſents from 
the Kings and Princes they were ſent to. It 
may well therefore be ſuppoſed, that, as Fleury 
obſcrves, ) Legations brought Mines of 


Gold to the Cardinals that were generally 
cmployed 


(f) Acts and Monuments, Vol, I. p. 389. When Otto the 
Pope's Legate left Fugland, Non remanſit eadem hori ut vera- 
citer dicebatur, in Angli4 tantum pecuniz, (exceptis Sanctorum 
vaſis & ornamentis Eccleſiarum) quantum a regno jam extorſe- 
rat Anglico. Prabendas autem, eccleſias, & varios redditus opi- 
mos pluſquam trecentos ad ſuam vel Papa contulerat voluntatem. 
Matt. Paris, p. 489. N. B. He was here but three Years. 

Legatus miſit infinitam pecuniam domino Papz, faith Matr. 
Paris, p. 476. Add to this the Peter- pence, which were paid 
out ot every Houſe in England, Ireland, &c. and which, though 
an eaſy Compolition, amounted to a prodigious Sum. 

(g) See Fleury, Hiſt. Ecclef. Tom, xvi, Piſcour!, p. 30, 31. 

Y bid. 
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employed in them, and that the Legates com- 
monly returned home loaded with Riches. * 

But the Clergy were the greateſt and moſt 
conſtant Sufferers by the Covetouſneſs and 
Exactions of the Pope; who took, upon all 
occaſions, ſome pretence or other of cxtort- 
ing vaſt Sums from them. 

For, to inſtance, in the fir/? place, in thoſe 
Exactions that were conſtant and ſettled : All 
Clergymen, at thcir firſt coming into any Pre- 
ferment, were obliged to pay Firſt-Fruits to 
the Pope, that is, the full and whole Value of 
one Year of their Incomes ; and this Biſhops 
and Abbots were not exempted from. The 


Sum this made was ſo conſiderable, that in 


an Act paſſed in the 23d of Henry VIII, we 
are told, That eight hundred thouſand Du- 
& cats were carried out of England to Rome 
e upon that account, from the beginning of 
« the Reign of Henry VII. to the twenty 
“% third of Henry VIII. (.) 

Every Arch-biſhop and Biſhop had his In- 
veſtiture from Rome, which brought the Pope 
a very large Revenue: For we find the Cler- 


* Matt. Paris, p. 568. gives a remarkable Account of one 
Martin's Extortions in particular, in the following Words, — 
Paſſim ſignificꝛvit imperiolc illi Abbati, vel illi Priori, ut fibi da- 
rent & mitterent munera precioſa, palefridos deſiderabiles, & in 
eſculentis & poculentis ſumptuoſa xenia, & veſtimenta adorna- 
tiva. Quod cum feciſſent, ipſe Martinus remiſit eis quæ ei miſ- 
fa fuerunt, aſſerens ea eſſe inſufficientia, & præcepit eis, ut me- 
liora ſibi ſub pœnà ſuſpenſionis & anathematis tranſmitterent. 
Suſpendit autem omnes à collatione beneficiorum triginta marcas 
valentium & ſupra, donec ſuæ Satisfactum foret cupiditati. 

(i) See Act againſt Annates being paid at Rome, in Echard, p. 
279, and moſt other Hiſtories of England. 
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gy complaining in the time of Henry III. 
that this drew fifty thouſand Marks yearly 
out of the Realm. (e And it is computed 
that from the Year 1486, to 1531, the Pope 
received one hundred and ſixty thouſand 
Pounds from England only from Inveſtitures. 
The Pall was another Article that 
brought the Pope good round Sums of 
Money out of theſe Kingdoms. Without 
this no Prelate could exerciſe any Function, 
and this every Arch-biſhop and Biſhop was 
forced to fetch from Rome. (% But not with- 
'out making the Pope a * bhp which, at 
firſt, was very moderate; but in Proceſs of 
Time the Price of it was raiſed fo high, that 
in King John's Reign the Arch-biſhop of 
Tork gave for his no leſs than ten thouſand 

Pounds. (n 
In a word, we find the Parliament com- 
plaining in the 25th Year of Henry VIII. 
That © by Penſcons, Cenſes, Portions, Pe- 
« ter-Pence, Procurations, Fruits, Suits for 
% Proviſions, and Expedition of Bulls, &c. 
« for Delegacies and Reſcripts in Cauſes of 
« Contention and Appec 43 tor Juri ſdiction 
& Legentin,Diſpen/ ations, Licences, Grants, 
cc Faculties, Relaxations, Aboiitions, &c. 
and other infinite Sorts of Bills and Breves, 
<« theſe 


(k) See Rapin's Ertracts out of Rymer, Vol. I. p. 29. 0 I) Idem 
p. 172, 173.* Sce alſo his Hiſtory of England, Vol. 2. p. 430. 
(n) Idem in his Extracts, P. 173. and his Hiſtory of England, 
Vol, III. p. 232. 
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ce theſe Realms were quite decayed and im- 
« poveriſhed. 
Another Hardſhip upon the Clergy, were 
the frequent Citations and Appeals to the 
See of Rome. When any Biſhop or Abbot 
was diſobedicnt to the Pope, he was imme- 
diately cited to appear before his Holineſs, up- 
on Pain of Excommunication ; or, when Di(- 
putes aroſe about the Elections of Prelates or 
Abbots, Appeals were commonly made to 
Rome in order to decide the Conteſt. Where, 
beſides the Fatigue and Expence of that long 
Journey, a good large Fee was to be paid to 
the Pope, and he that gave moſt Money 
was commonly obſerved to carry the Cauſe. 

Thus, a Diſpute happening between King 
Henry III. and the Monks of Mineheſter a- 
bout the Election of a Biſhop to fill that Sce z 
an Appeal was made to the Pope, and the 
King lent two Meſſengers to Rome, with a 
conſiderable Sum of Money, to cauſe the E- 
lection of the Monks to be evacuated. But 
Milliam de Rale, the Perion that had been 
choſen by the Monks, upon his giving the 
Pope eight thouſand Marks, was confirmed 
in the See of Mincheſter, though the King 
was utterly againſt it. (7) 

A Quar- 


f otto the Pope's Legate was not aſhamed to own in full 
Parliament, as an Opprobrium veruſti/imurs, quod nullus poteſt a- 


liquod negotium in Romang Curid expedire, niſi cum magna effuſi- < 


one pecuniæ, & donorum exhibitione, And this he uſes as an Ar- 
gument to excite the King, exc. to grant him what he demand- 
ed at that time, namely two Prebends out of every Cathedral, 
Ce. for the ſupport and maintenance of the Holy Sce. M. Pa- 
ris, p. 276. (1) See Matt. Paris, p. 542, 558, G. 
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A Quarrel likewiſe happening Anno 1238. 
between the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury and 
the Monks of Rocheſter, about the Election 
of Richard Wendour to be their Biſhop; and 
an Appcal being made to Rome, the Monks 
carried their Cauſe by giving moſt Money; 
ſo that the Arch-biſhop was not only caſt, but 
alſo fined a thouſand Marks. (o) 

Groſthead Biſhop of Lincoln, having ap- 
pcaled to the See of Rome, to decide a Diſ- 
pute that was between him and ſome Religi- 
ous Houſes, was over-powered by his Adver- 
ſaries Gold; and obſerved ſo many Inſtances 
of Bribery and Corruption in the Pope's 
Courts, that it drew from him this Exclama- 
tion, O Money, Money, what canſt thou not 
do at Rome! () 

Theſe Appeals were at laſt found to be ſuch 
intolerable Oppreſſions, that King Edward Ill, 
in the 38th Year of his Reign, repreſented 
to the Parliament, * How daily Citations 
* were made to the Pope, for Matters deter- 
« minable in his Courts within the Realm. — 
te to the great defacing of the ancient Laws, 
« to the ſpoiling of his Crown, to the daily 
« conveying away of the Treaſure, to the 
« walling of Eccleſiaſtical Livings, to the 
« withdrawing of divine Service, Alms, Hol- 
te pitality, and other acceptable Works, and 
« to the daily Increaſe of all Miſchicfs ; ” 
therefore the King deſired the Parliament to 

| take 


() Matt. Paris, p. 396. (p) 1dem, P. 66g, 
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take the thing into conlideration, and to ap- 
ply ſome proper Remedy. (4) 

But theſe Exactions, though very intolera- 
ble, could not yet ſatisfy the greedy and co- 
vetous See of Rome. At one time, the Cler- 
gy were compelled to give the t Part of 
all their Goods. (7) At another time, ten thou- 
ſand Marks; (5) at another, ſix thouſand. (t) 
And in the Year 1246, the Pope ordered by 
his Apoſtolick Authority, that all beneficed 
Men in the Kingdom of England, which 
were reſident upon their Benefices, ſhould 
give to the Pope the third Part of their Goods, 
and they who did not reſide ſhould give the 
half, and that for the Space of three Years 
together; with terrible Threatnings to all 
them that ſhould not comply. It was com- 
puted that this amounted to 60,000 J. (4) * 

And, what is very ſtrange, the inſatiable 
Avarice of the Court of Rome could not yet 
be ſatisfied with theſe numberleſs Extortions, 
but was always contriving how to lay ſome 
new Burden upon the Clergy of this Land. 
As when, for inſtance, Pope Alexander in 
the Year 1256, impoſed a Tenth upon the 
Clergy of England, to be raiſed out of their 
own Mannors, or from the Lands belonging 


ro 

(q) See Acts and Monuments, p. 388. Vol. I. (r) Anno 
1240. See Matt. Paris, p. 470, 471. (s) Anno 1244, 
Idem. p. 565. (t) Anno 1246. (#) Idem. p. 625. 


* Beſides all this Petrus Rubeus one of the Pope's Nuncio's ga- 
thered 3000 l. out of Scotland, Anno 1240. M. Paris, p. 481. 
And the next Year Petrus de Supino brought 1500 Mal ks out of 
Ireland, both for the Pope's Ute, Id. 503, 
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to every Biſhop and Abbey. (w) And when 
the Prelates of this Kingdom were ordered by 
the Holy Father to find at their own Cofts 
and Charges for one whole Year, ſome ten 
armed Soldiers, ſome five, ſome fifteen, to 
be ready at the Pope's command, where-ever 
he ſhould appoint. (x) | 
Another very great Grievance upon the 
Clergy of this Land, was that the beſt Pre- 
ferments in theſe Kingdoms were beſtowed 
upon Italians and Foreigners. Which was 
not only a crying Piece of Injuſtice againſt 
the Natives, and a great Diſcouragement to 
them from Learning, but allo proved a very 
conſiderable Detriment to thoſe Pariſhes that 
were poſſeſſed by Foreigners. Inaſmuch as 
the Inhabitants of them were left as Sheep 
without a Shepherd; and there could be no 
room for Hoſpitality, of which Clergymen 
that had ſuch vaſt Incomes, and no Families 
to provide for, might, and ought to have 
ſhewed an Example. | 
But, notwithſtanding theſe weighty and im- 
portant Conſiderations, the beſt Preferments 
in theſe Kingdoms uſed formerly to be given by 
the Popes to their Creatures, to Perſons of little 
or no Learning, * to Men that hardly knew 
a word 


(v) See Rapin's Extracts, Vol. I. p. 33. (x) Matt. Pa- 
ris, B 6 613. * King Edward ITE. in a Letter to the Pope, 
dated Sept. 10. 1343, makes this grievous Complaint, Dig- 
nitates & beneficia pinguia perſonis conferun ur alienigenis, ple- 
rumque nobis ſuſpectis; qui non reſident in dictis beneficiis, & 
vultus commiſlorum eis pecoium non agnoſcunt, linguam non 


intelligunts 
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a word of the Language; and therefore were 
utterly unqualified to inſtruct their Congrega- 
tions; to Men, in ſhort, that never ſaw nor 
cared for their Flocks. So that by a ſtrict In- 
quiry made, by order of King Henry III. in 
cach County, of the true Value of the Livings 
and Benefices which the 1ralzan Clergymen 
then enjoyed in England, by the Gift of the 
Pope; it was found they amounted to ſxty 
thouſand Marks () per Annum. 

And by another Account taken of this Mat- 
ter in 1253, it appeared that the Eccleſiaſtical 
Revenues in England enjoyed by Foreigners, 
amounted to no leſs than ſeventy thouſand 
Marks a Year, which was then reckoned a 
greater Revenue than that of the King. (Sg) 

And in the 5oth Year of King Edward III. 
it was repreſented to the Parliament, that Car- 
dinals, and other Foreigners living at Rome, 
whereot one was Dean of Tork, another of 
Salisbury, &c. had twenty thouſand Marks 
ſent them over yearly. (a) + 

But the Popes were not ſatisfied with diſ- 
poſing of vacant Benefices. They reſerved 


intelligunt, ſed animarum curi neglectà, velut mercenarii, ſolum- 
modo temporalia lucra quærunt: & ſic diminuitur Chriſti cultus, 
animarum cura negligitur, ſubtrahitur hoſpitalitas, ecclefiarum 
Jura depereunt, ruunt ædificia clericorum, attenuatur devotio po- 
puli. Clerici dicti regni, viri magnæ literaturz, & converſati- 
onis honeſtæ, qui curam & regimen animarum poſſent ibi ſalu- 
briter | tr — & forent pro noſtris, & publicis confiliis oppor- 
tuni, ſtudium deſerunt, propter promotionis congrua ſpem ab- 


latam. Rapin's Extracts, Vol. I. p. 323. Matt. 
Paris, p. 388. (x) Idem. See Rapin s Extracts, Vol. I. p. 131. 
(a) See Acts and Monuments, Vol. I. p. 389. + You have 


a Liſt of the Livings, &c. that were poſſeſſed by Forcigners, in 
the ſame Volume, p. 395, 396., 
L. to 
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to themſelves the Collation to the beſt Pre- 
ferments before they became void, and had e- 
ven the Confidence to wreſt out of the Hands 
of our Kings the diſpoſal of Arch-biſhopricks 
and Biſhopricks ; namely by granting to their 
Favourites Letters of Proviſion, whereby 
they nominated them to ſucceed ſuch or ſuch 
a particular Perſon. Thus, for inſtance, the 
Pope enjoincd by a Bull that the Biſhop of 
Worceſter ſhould be put in Poſſeſſion of the 
Archbiſhoprick of Zork, as ſoon as it became 
vacant. And by another, he appointed that 
the Sce of Morceſter ſhould be filled, when 
it became void by the Tranſlation juſt now 
mentioned. (5) The ſame he did allo tor 
the Biſhoprick of Landaf. (c) 

At anorher time he made Proviſion for a 
Canonſhip of the Cathredral of Lichffeld, 
though there was none vacant; and for the 
firſt vacant Prebend, Notwithſtanding the 
certain Number of Canons, and all other Sta- 
tutes and Cuſtoms whatſoever of the ſaid 
Church. {a) Again in the Year 1226, the 
Pope ſent to demand two Prebends out of 
every Cathedral, and two Portions out of c- 
very Monaltery. (e) 

But the moſt audacious Attempt that ever 
was made by the Popes in this Particular, is 
as follows. In the Year 1240, while Rubeus 

and 


(6) See Rapin's Extrafts, Vol. I. p. 325. (c) Idem. Vol, 
II. p. 35. Some Popes made an Order, that all Biſhopricks, 
which b came vacant by the Tranſlation of Biſhops to another 
See, ſhould beat their own Diſpoſal. See Rapin's Extracts, Vol. 
I. p. 246, (ad) Idem. p. 325, 326. (e) Matt. Paris, p. 276, 
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and Ruffinus two of the Pope's Factors, were 
very buly in England in collecting Money tor 
the Pope's Uſe; one Mumelinus came irom 
Rome with twenty four Talians, and ſtrict 
Orders that they ſhould be admitted into ſo 
many of the beſt Benefices, as ſhould next 
become void; and in the ſame Year, the Pope 
made an Agrecment with the People of 
Rome, that if they would aſſiſt him againſt 
the Emperor Frederick, their Chi:dren ſhould 
be put into all the vacant Benefices in Eng- 
land : And thereupon Orders were ſent to the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Biſhops 
of Lincoln and Salisbury, to make Proviſion 
for three hundred Romans Children, and to 
put them into the next Benefices that ſhould 
fall; which, ſays Matt. Parts, ſo aſtoniſhed 
all that heard it, that it was feared they would 
have been drowned in the Abyſs of De- 
ſpair. (J) 

But the inſatiable and encroaching See of 
Rome did not reſt ſatisfied with having robb'd 
our Kings and other Patrons of the Right of 
preſenting from time to time to SOME Li- 
vings, and other Spiritual Promotions; but 
they ſometimes challeng'd even the diſpoſal 
of ALL: Of which we have two remarka- 
ble Inſtances in Hiſtory. (g) The firſt is of 
Clement V. who gave all the vacant Bene- 
* fices in the Province of Tor“ to Cardinal 
* Ademar, on pretence of enabling him to 


(f) Marr. Paris. p. 476. (g) See Rapin's Extracts, Vol, I. 
2. 32, 133. 


L 2 « ſupport 
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* ſupport his Dignity ; and not long after he 
* likewiſe gave him all thoſe that becarae ya- 
cant in the Province of Canterbury: And be- 
« cauſe the King had conferred two Prebends 
cout of the number of thoſe Benefices ſo given 
« by the Pope, Clement wrote a very ſharp Let- 
&« ter to the King, wherein he calls the two 
* Incumbcnts Sons of Perdition; and com- 
ce plains that it was a palpable Affront to 
* God to hinder the ſaid Cardinal from en— 
“ joying their Revenues. 

* The ſecond Inſtance is that of Pope 
& John XXII, who went tarther ſtill; it was 
c not enough for him to diſpoic of Benefices 
« when vacant, but he aimꝭd at the diſpoſal of 
te thoſe that were not vacant, by revoking all the 
« iſpenſations granted by his Predeceſſors, for 
holding a Plurality of Benefices, and reſerving 
Cc to the Holy Scc the Diſpoſal of ſuch as ſhould 
© become vacant by ſuch Revocation. ” 
wy So exceſſive was the Number of Proviſions, 
and fo great an Injury and Oppreſſion was it 
ound to be to theſe Kingdoms, that the Lords 
and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, Anno 
1343, complained that an Army of Proviſors 
had invaded the Kingdom in prodigious Num- 
bers; and declared with one conſent, that 
they could not, nor would not, bear ſuch 
things any longer. ( 
Again, we find King Richard II. and the 
Nobility complaining, (z) that the Abuſe of 
Proviſions 


See Rapin's Extracts, Vol. I, p. 322. (i) Idem. Val. 
II. p. 37. \ 
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Proviſions and Reſervations was grown to 
ſuch a Head, that the Eccleſiaſtical Dignities 
of the Kingdom, and the beſt Benefices were 
conferred upon Foreigners, ſometimes on ſuch 
as were, perhaps, their deadly Enemies; and 
upon others that never reſided, nor were ca- 
pable to reſide, as not underſtanding the Lan- 
guage, Cc. | 

Bux unregarded were the Complaints, and 
vain were the Attempts of our Kings, to rid. 
themſelves of this, and other Oppreſſions of 
the See of Rome. Notwithſtanding all their 
Remonſtrances and Proteſtations againſt ſuch 
unwarrantable Proceedings, notwithſtanding 
all their Laws and Statutes to ſuppreſs or 
prevent them; & the Popes commonly did 
nothing more than fend them a ſmoothing or 
evaſiye Anſwer, without receding in the leaſt 
from their unjuſt Pretenſions: And they ma- 
naged the Matter ſo artfully, that they gene- 
rally got the better, and were ſeldom known 
to miſs their Aim. 

Thus were theſe unhappy Kingdoms for a 
long time kept under a hard and ſevere Bon- 
dage, the Sport of Monkery and Superſtition, 
and the Prey of exacting Tyrants; till that 
happy time when King Henry VIII. broke 
theſe Bonds in ſunder, by caſting off the Pope's 
Supremacy : By which means we were brought 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unto God. 


I have 


7 A the Statute of Pramunire. But ſee Rapin's Ex- 
tracts, Vol. I. p. 322, 323, Cc. and in ſeveral other Places. 


78 The Cruelties and Perſecutions 


I have the longer dwelt upon this Head, 
that thoſe among us who are till in Love 
with their own Deſtruction, thoſe l mean who 
ſtill retain a very great Eſteem or Affection for 
the Church of Rome, (as too many I am a- 
fraid even now do,) may be ſenſible what they 
arc to expect ſhould God grant them their 
Heart's Deſire, ſhould it pleale him to inflict 
ſuch a heavy Judgment upon this Natiorf, as 
to deliver it into the Hands of a Popiſh 
Prince ; or, in other words, to bring upon us 
a Complication of the moſt grievous Evils, 
and dreadful Calamitics that can be con- 
ccived. 

But that ſuch Perſons as theſe, who are ſo 
beſotted as without any juſt Ground to have 
cvil-will to our Sion, may appear utterly in- 
excuſable: Let vs, Laſtly, make a few Re- 
flections on our glorious Eſtabliſhment, and 
the Happinc's of our preſent Conſtitution. 

We may in general ſay, that there is no 
Nation under Heaven, that is bleſſed with a 
Body of ſuch excellent Laws as we have the 
Happineſs of being governed by; Laws that 
are extremely well contrived to promote the 
Advantage, Intereſt, and Glory both of Prince 
and People. And though they are ſometimes 
wreſted to ſerve the By- ends and knaviſh De- 
ſigns of particular Perſons, yet this can be 
no juſt Exception againſt them ; ſince it is no 
more than what will inevitably happen in a 
wicked and degenerate World, The beſt 

Things 


\ 
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Things in Nature will be liable to be pervert- 

ed and abuſed, ſo long as there is Perſons of 

ſordid, covetous, and unjuſt Inclinations. 
But wwe ſhall have no real Occaſbn of Com- 


plaint, nor be in any danger of being op- 


preſſed, fo long as we have a Prince upon 3 
the Throne, who hath the Honour, Glory, 
and Intereſt of his Subjects at Heart; who 


ſtudies as much to render us a Terror to our 


Enemies, as a Comfort and Satisfaction to 
our own ſelves; who takes effectual Care to 
ſuppreſs all Robberies, Violence, and Inju- 
ſtice ; to introduce among us Safety, and Plen- . 
ty of all things, to make us, in ſhort, a flou- 
riſhing and a happy People. | 

But above all, who preſerves to us the 
peaccable Profeſſion of our moſt excellent Re- 
ligion, as it is by Law eſtabliſhed, and as con- 
tained in the Oracles of Truth, the Holy 
Scriptures; which is ſuch a Bleſſing as we 
can never value enough, nor be ſufficiently 
thankful for. But, to the end that the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of theſe great and ineſtimable Ad- 
vantages may be as laſting as it is our Inte- 
reſt they ſhould ; let us perform our Part, 
that is, baniſhing all Seditions and Diſcon- 
tents, all Vice and Immorality, let us live as 
becomes good Men, good Chriſtians, and 
good Subjects. 

Let us then remove thoſe unhappy Diviſi- 
ons which do but too much reign among us; 
and if we ſtrive and contend, let it be to 
out- do one another in Kindneſs, in Charity, 

| and 
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and all forts of good Offices. Let ut walk 
worthy of the Vocation wherewith we are 
— with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, 
with Long-Juffering, endeavouring to keep the 
Bond of Peace. 
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